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THE 
PREFACE. 


YOD is Love; and he that dioelleth 
in Love, dawelleth in God, and God 

in him. Love is the brighteſt Excellence 
of the Deity ; and when Man is moſt 
under the Influence of Love, he makes 
the neareſt Approach to divine Re- 


femblance, and has the fullef: Poſſeſſion 


of divine Friendſhip. 
We need not wonder, that ſuch Love 


ſhould meet with a Rival among fallen 
depraved Creatures ; or that a Rival 


ſhould, in too many Inſtances, be un- 
happily cheriſhed. But it is much to 
be lamented, that in any human Breaſt 
ſuch a Rival ſhould be ſuffered to reign, 
even to the total Excluſion of er 
Reſemblance, and therefore alſo of di- 
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vine Friendthip. F any Man love the 
World, the Love of the Father is not in 
41m. Alarming Thought! Surely No- 
thing can have a more powerful Ten- 
dency to convince us, that the moſt ex- 
cCellent Love has a Rival, the moſt dau- 
gercus, and particularly for this Reaſon, 
becauſe; it is the moſt z77/nuating. Never 
had any Rival tuch Advantages for ac- 
compliſhing its pernicious Deſigns. 'Tis 
4 Miracle of Mercy , and the molt uf 
trious Triumph of Virtue and Piety, 
whenever this Rival is, in any human 
Heart, effectually detected, oppoſed and 
_ overthrown. In this Reſpect, how few, 
comparatively, of the Sons of Men are 
really Conquerors! What Multitudes 
are induſt triouſy careſſing, as a Friend, 
their moſt deadly Enemy; and even 
glorying in their fancy'd Liberty, a 
the ſame Time that they are held lt 
in Chains of the vileſt Slavery | 

None but the rue Chri/izan will uſe 
the moſt proper and effectual Means for 
- {ubduing this formidable Rival. No- 
thing 
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thing but Chriſtianity can compleatly 
furniſh us for the Conflict, ſo as to ren- 
der our Victory certain. See this in the 
Account which a moſt illuſtrious c rife 
tian Hero gives us of his own Succeſs 
in this 085 Enterprize. God for- 
bid, ſays he, that I ſhould glory, 125 
in the Gf of cur Lord Feſus Chriſt, by 
whom the World is crucified unto me, and 
T unts the World. 

The Siglit Of a Perſon, nailed to a 
Croſs, agonizing in Torments, expir- 
Ig in Death „ has a powerful Tendency 
to ſuppreſs, in the Spectator, every ir- 
regular Deſire and Inclination toward 
that Perſon, As, on the contrary, the 
Sight ot the fame Perſon, in a State or 
Proſperity, and poſſeſt . every Ingre- 
dient of wrldiy Pomp and Power, ſuit- 
ed to the Reliſh of a vain Mind, would 
be adding! Fuel to the Flame. In theſe 
d'iferent Views, Views fo itie, or dan- 


vers, the preſent "ori and Ourfefves 
ar. relented 79 esch other. Abitrac- 
0 from the Sin- di covering, and Sin- 
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mortiſying Deſign of the Croſs of Chriſt, 

the World and Ourſelves are ae 
inviting and attractive. But when we 
bring the World and Ourſelves nigh to 
that Croſs, and are, as it were, nailed 
to it, ſtript of every falſe Charm, and 
{een as the real Sources of a Sawvour's 
Sorrows, as his pricking Thorns, his 
murthering Nails and Spear; then we 
can look at the World, and ficken at 
the Sight, even to loathing ; then the 
Mord can look upon vs, but without 
claiming any Propriety in us. The 
more attentively ſuch Objects, in ſuch 
an Attitude, view each other, the leſs 
they like each other; the more they de- 


fire even an eternal Seperation ; and ſo 


long as the Interview is continued, 
the mutual Difguſt will be ſtill increa- 
ling. Moſt reatonably, therefore, does 
Tg true Cirifitan even glory in the Croſs 
of Chriſt, as the moſt effectual Means 
of crucifying to each other, what would 


otherwite Pact each ER TE to Diftrac- 


tion, to Dammation. In this divinely 
appointed 
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appointed Way, the true Chriſtian is 
living above the World, while he lives 
in it. Thus he is zz the World, but is 
not of it ; and uſes the World, ſo as not 
to abuſe it. Under this ſalutary Reſtric- 
tion, the World becomes a Bleſſing, in- 
ſtead of a Curſe; a Comfort, rather 
than a Snare; and even a Helper and 
Friend, inſtead of a deceitful I emprer, 
For now the Chriſtian can rejoice in 
the World as his own, by a very pecu- 

| lar Claim, and glorious Kind of Tenure, 
| even this, becauſe he is Chriſt's, and 

Chri/t ts God 8 

Comet hen, Chriſtian Reader, come 
to the Croſs of Chriſt, and view thyſelf, 
and view the World, till thy Repentance 
be kindled for having ſo inordinately 
loved it, and thy Faith be ſtrengthened 

to gvercome it; yea till the Vorl be cru- 
cited to thee, and thou unto the World. 
Ifo, thy Faith will a by LOW; firſt 
ſupremely to the bleſſed God, ani then 
| fubordinately to thy Fellow-Crea arures, 
Z * Thy Love will not ſeize upon Torl./iy 

A 4 Ps ions, 
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Pc} lens, but wich 7 ureſt Ai ms, and 
for noble} Purpofes ; it will extract du- 


rabie Sub/iance out of all their He⏑e; 
Forms; and will be able to convert 


thoſe ſlippery Wires of the Sea, into a 
good Foundation againſt the Time to come, 


that thou mavſt lay Lid on eternal Life, 
Thus Charity will dwell, and feign, in 


a Heart that is crucified to the World ; 


and the World, being crucified by the 


Croſs of Chriſt, will feed and ſupport 
thy Charity. On ſuch truly rational 
and ſcriptural Principles as theſe, thou 
wilt be able to ſay, © | have found tlie 
« Secret of being charitable; J have 

« conquered my inordinate . to the 
© Werid, and the Things of the World ; 1 
& can now value them in their due Sub- 
6 ſervience to Eternity, which makes 
ce them valuable indeed; I can uſe them 


« freely for Chriff, and for his poor 


« Members ; and the more I uſe them 
« thus, the more delightfully I poiteſs 
«© them, Certainly, 0 my Soul, [ 


« have the beſt Reaſon to eghry in the 
HL « Croſs 


ke toro ew T RE nt. 
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« Croſs of our Lord 22 Chriſt, by 
« whom the World is crucified to 2 


* and I unto the World”. 
AHeart, thus diſpoſed, will make the 


beſt Improvement of the following Dif- 


courſes, and will itſelf be, in the beſt 
Senſe, the ſacred Almoner. To ſucha One, 
there will be little Need to apologize, 
for having collected lo great a Part of 


the Materials from other JF itings, and 
a eſpecially f from the ac cd Volume. His 
pious Candor will receive them, as cha- 


ritable Collections, and be ready to con- 
cur with their good Deſign, by his kind 
Recommendation to Men, and his fervent 


Prayers to God. 
B. FAWCETT:. 


Kidderminſter, 
Jau. 1, 1757. 


Ll „ * I Ut GE et: hot „ 44 CH 


[ 2x 1 


—_— —— — 0 AAA At A 


— 


— — 
— — mam — — 


SERMON I. 


| —_—_— a * * _ * * * 
2— : — 


ADVICE TO THE BOUNTIFUL, &c. 


„ 
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1 CORINTHIANS Xvi. 2. 


| Upon the firſt Day of the Week, let eve- 
ry one of you lay by him in Store, as 
Gop hath proſpered him, that there be 

no Gatherings when I come. 


: WI unavoidably feel ourſelves intereſted 
1 in every Account Scripture gives us of 
5 Alms- giving, and in every Conſideration by which 
' Scripture urges us to the Practice of it. If a 
Sacred Mriter is but touching on this Duty in 
the moſt tranſient Manner; if he is only drop- 
ping fome accidental Advice concerning it, whe- 
ther it be Advice peculiar to his own Circum- 
ſtances, or to the Circumſtances of thoſe to 3 
whom he is writing, a ſmall Degree of Attention | 
will ſhew us, that ſuch Advice is highly impor- 
tant to ourſelves and admirably calculated to re- 


5 gulate our Temper and Conduct. 


Tis 


12 Advice to the Bountiful, Gc. 
"Tis acknowledged that the Apo/tle in the 


Text, and Context, deſigns no more than to 
e the Chriſtians at Corinth to this Effect; 

As you are propoſing to make a charitable 

Collection for the poor Saints which are in 
Fud-a, I have only this to ſay, that I would 
have you proceed in your generous and good 
* Deſign, by the ſame Rule, which I have al- 
8 ready given to the Churches of Galatia ; and 
<< that is this, por the firſt Day of the IVeek, 
« the ſacred Day on which you hold your Chriſ- 
lian Aſſemblies, let every one of you lay ſome- 
thing by in Proportion to the Degree, in which, 
by the divine Bleſſing, he hath been proſpered 
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to the Place, where you meet for your publick 
Worſhip, then treaſuring it up in the common 


4 be no Neceſſity of making any particular Col. 
Lellſions, when 1 come ” (a). 

In giving this particular Advice, the Apoſtle evi- 
dently argues upon the general Principles of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Prudence. For if a particular charitable 
Collection, on any Emergency, could be made 
much more conveniently by each Perſon put- 
ting ſomething weekly into a common Stock, 
in Proportion | to the Degree, in which the Af. 
fairs of each Perſon ſhould appear to have been 
attended with weekly Succeſs; * Why ſhould 


ce not every Man, at ſtated Times, endeavour | 


cc diſtinctly to know, and determine, what Pro- 
6c portion of all his Inconie and Revenue he will de- 


„vote > 


(a) via, Diddridoes Faniity Expif, in Loc. 
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in his Affairs, and Jet him bring it with him 


Stock, to be ready in one Sum, that there may 


» 


ec 
ce 


cc 


ce 
cc 
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vote to pious and charitable Uſes 5 fo that he 
may alꝛbays have a charitable Fund in Readineſs, 
out of which he may contribute, upon all Oc- 
caſions, according as his own Ability will in 
the general admit, and as the Nature of eve- 
y particular Caſe will require”? This Rea- 


ſoning will juſtify us in taking Occaſion, from 


the particular Advice of the Apo/ile in the Text, 


to inſiſt upon the following Remarks, in Order 


to anſwer the valuable P 
ral Inſtruction. 


urpoſes of more gene- 


I. Every Perſon ſhould devote ſome Part 
of his whale Income and Revenue to pious 


and charitable Uſes. 
II. The fitteſt Proportion, for every Per- 


ſon to devote to pious and charitable 
Uſes, is, according to the Degree, in 
which, by the divine Bliſſing, he hath 
been proſpered in his Affairs, 


III. Every Perſon ſhould, at proper Sea- 
ſons, endeavour diſtinctly to know, in 
what Degree his Affairs have, by the di- 

vine Bl. ſſing, been proſpered. 


IV. As ſoon as the Degree is known, 
in which any Perſon's Affairs have 
been proſpered, he ſhould then fix. 
uf in ſerme due Proporticn of his whole 
Inceme and Revenue, and ſhould make 
it a ſejarate Fund far picus and cha- 
ritable Uſes, that he may have it al- 
ways in tReadineſs, 
2 


After 


14 Advice to the Bountiful, &c. 
After illuſtrating the Apgſiles Advice, by en- 


larging on each of theſe Remarks, we ſhall con- 


clude the Diſcourſe with ſome particular Conſi- 


derations, to engage us to act accordingly. 


Firſt, We are to remark, that <« Every 
Perſon ſhould devote ſome Part of 


His whole Income and Revenue to pious 
6 and charitable Uſes”, 


This is a Duty which Scripture urges upon 
us, by more numerous Precepts, and greater Va- 
riety of powerful Motives, than perhaps any 
Duty whatſoever. Such vaſt Profuſion of ſacred 
Precepts and Motives muſt be deſigned to forbid 
us ſquandering all our Subſtance in Furniture, 
Entertainments, Dreſs, or any other Way that 
terminates in mere ſelfiſh Views and Gratifica- 
tions; and, on the other Hand, forb:d our ſaving, 
and hoarding up, all we can poffibly ſcrape to- 
gether. But while we are evidently ſuppoſed to 
live, in a juſt Agreement with our Rank and 
Revenues, we are indiſpenſibly required to dedi- 
cate to Charity ſome due Preportion of all we 
Poſſeſs, and to have a Purſe for God and the Poor, 
as well as for ourſelves. But it is to be remem- 
bered, that the principal Deſign of the Apgſile in 
the Text, and of our diſcourſing upon it, is not 
ſo much to urge Men to be bountiful, as to ad- 
viſe them to make the moſt prudent Preparations 
for having their Bounty always in Readineſs. 

That it is the indiſpenſible Duty of thoſe that 
are rich, to be bountiful in Alms-giving, can 
Never be doubted, fo long as we hear Solomon 

ſayings 
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faying, Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and 
with the firfl- Fruits of all thine Increaſe (b). Or the 
Apgſtle's Inſtruction to Timothy, charge them that 
are rich in this World, that they do good, that they 


be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 


communicate (c). Or our Lord fo particularly direc- 
ting his Diſciples, to do Alms, without any of that 


Pride and Oſtentation, which was vifible in the 


hypocritical Phariſees; for if he had not conſider- 
ed the Duty itſelf as really neceſſary, he would 
not have taken ſuch expreſs Notice of the Man- 
ner of performing it (d). . 

Nor have Perſons in the lwef7 Circumffances 
any juſt Reaſon to think themſelves excuſed fron 
this Duty. Does not our bleſſed Lord ſpeak with 
the higheſt Approbation of a certain poor H idetu, 
that ſhe threw into the Treaſury two Mites, which 
make a Farthing, and that /e of ter Il ant did caſt 
in all that ſhe had, even all ber Living (e,? When 
the Argſile ſays, let bim that tele, iet nd mites 
but rather let him labzur, ici, with bis Hande 
the Thing which is gosd, that he mar hawve to give 
to him that needzth (f), who elſe can he mean, 


bdut a Perſon that has Nothing b5ng/7ly to ſupply 
him with the Neceſſaries of Life, except what 
he gets by the daily Labour of his Hands? He 


ſeems likewiſe to ſuppoſe, that all, or molt ot, 
the Chriſtiaus at Corinth were in the ſame Cir— 
cumſtances, when, in the "Text, he lays, for 
the firſt Day e the Week, let every one of you lay 
by him. For does not this intimate, that their 

B 2 I. conie 


79 Prov. ii. 9. (e) 1 Tim, vi. 1, 18. (d) Math, vi. 1-4. 
(. Mark X11, 4244 | EF; Fpbes, AY, 28. | : 
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Jicome and Revenues chiefly conſiſted of the daily, 


or weekly Product of their manual Labours ? In- 
_ deed, if their worldly Circumſtances had not 
been generally low and mean, he could not with 
ſuch peculiar Propriety have told them, ye 5 your 
Calling, Brethren, haw that not many mighty, not 
many noble are called, but God hath choſen the weak 
Things ef the IVorld, to confound the Things which 
are mighty, and baſe Things of the World, and 
Things which are deſpiſed, yea, and Things which 
are not, to bring to naught Things which are (g). 
And when he elſewhere declares to them, his 
Power to forbear Working, and his Right to live 
of the Gojfel, but that he had uſed none of theſe 
Things, neither had written theſe Things, that it 
ſhould be ſe dine unto him (h); it intimates, that, 
tho' he had other and weightier Reaſons, for 
refuſing any worldly Support from their Hands, 
they were far from being'a Community remark- 
able for their Riches. 1 

But while it is evident, that every Perſon, 
whether vicher, or poorer, ſhould devote, to pious 
and charitatle Uſes, fome Part of all his Income and 
Revenue, many will be ready to aſk, how hu, 


ought we to give? That we may ſolve this ap- 


parent Difficulty, in the moſt eaſy and effectual 
Manner, it is neceſlary for us to remark, that, 


Secondly, „ The fitteſt Proportion, for 
every Perſon to devote to pious and 
« charitable Uſes, is, according to the De- 
% gree, in which, by the divine Bleſſing, 
„he hath been proſpered in his — 
* 


(2 I Cer, 1. 26--38, (1 — ix. 6, 14, 15» 


ECW — wy 


J . 1 9 


BW 


Advice to the Bountiful, Sc. 17 


In this Manner, or to this Effect, Scripture 
frequently ſtates the Proportion, which particular 
Perſons contributed t wards any io.s and ch a- 
ritable Purpoſes : Fzra informs us, that Vine of 
the chief of the Fathers, who were juſt then re- 
turned from the Babylmiſb Captivity, gave after 
their Ability, unto the Treaſure of the Wark, to ſt 
uh he Hon's of C d in his Place (i). In the fame 
Terms, we find Nehemiah pleading with the No- 
le and the Rulers of the Fews at Jeruſalem ; tue 
ſays he, after our Ability, haue redeemed our Bre- 
'  thren the Jews, which were fold unto the Heathen 
8 (4). We alſo read concerning the firſt Chriſtians, 
that in the Proſpect of a great Dearth, which one 
of them had by the Spirit foretold, the Diſcrhles 
at Autioch, every Man, according to his Ability, 
dite mined to ſend Relief unto the Brethren which 
| adwelr in Tudea (I). When our bleſſed Lord ex- 
| hHorted the Phariſzes, give Alms of ſuch Things as 
ye have, the Margin reads it, as ye are able; 
and it may be rendered, 7» Proportion to your 
N , Sub/tance (m). The Apoſile Peter expreſsly ſays, 
--— i if any miniſter, let him do it as o or according to, 
the Ability which God giveth (. And Paul ex- 
horts the Corinthians, now therefore perform the 
doing of what you purpoſed for the Relief of the 
poor Saints in Judea, that as there was a Readineſs 
to will, ſo there may be a Performance alſo out of 
that which ye have, that is, in Proportion to what 
you have (o). And, in the Text, he adviſes 

55 them, 


(6) Exra, ii. 68, 690. Ci) Neb. v. S. (1) Aut xi. 28, 29. 
u. Luke xi. 41. vid. D:ddridge's Fam, Kapoſ. i Lot, 
* 1 Pets iv. II. fo) 2 Cor. viii. It, 
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them, let every one of you lay by him as God bath $ 
proſpered him, or in Proportion to the Degree, in 


which he hath been proſpered. Probably the Ap * 


zle, in this Manner of ſtating his Advice, might 


have had a more immediate Reference to the -: 


Manner in which Moſes expreſſes the following 
divine Appointment, Thou ſhalt keep the Feaſt of 
Weeks unto the Lord thy God, with a Tribute of a 
Pree-Will-Offering of thine Hand, which thou ſhalt 
give unto the Lord thy God, according as the Lord 


thy God hath bleſſed hs (p). And while ſo many 


Paſſages of ſacred Scripture concur in thus ſtating 
the Proportion, which every Man ſhould devote, 


to pious and charitable Uſes, out of all his Income 


and Revenues, we have all imaginable Reaſon to 
conclude, that the Advice, in the "Text, is the 
moſt perfect that could be given, and the Propor - 


210n for every Man's Charity the fitteſt that could i 


be fixed, 

To render this Advice the more e 
the Apoſtle intimates, that every Man's whole 
Subſtance, whatever it be, is owing to a divine 
Blefling. The Intimation is indeed more plain- 
ly expreſſed, according to our common Reading 
of the Text, where [God] is well ſupplied by 
our Tranſlators. And conſidering the Spirit 
with which Paul wrote, together with the ſeve- 
ral parallel Scriptures which have been referred 
to, it mult certainly be the Apoſtle's Meaning in 


the Text, to lead our Thoughts ta the blelled | 

God, as the Source of all our worldly Proſperity ; 
and conſequently to engage US, as an Act of. 

Gratitude 


(2) Daus. xvi. TO, 
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Z Gratitude to the bountiful Author of all our En- 
2 joyments, to devote the largeſt Proportion, that 
Reaſon and Prudence can admit, to p19us and cha- 
riiable Purpoſes, God is not a hard Maſter, to 
reap where he has not ſown, and gather where be has 
not flrawed. Why then ſhould not the divine 
Blefling beſtowed on ourſelves, be conſidered as 
our Standard and Pattern, in adminiſtring tothe 
| Neceffities of others? Can we wiſh to copy af- 
ter a nobler Pattern, or to be laid under more 
endearing Obligations? If we,comparatively, re- 
ceive from the divine Bleſſing, but a little; it 
will not be expected, that we ſhould give others 
much. If that Bleſſing gives us Abundance; it 
is moſt unreaſonable, that we ſhould put- off o- 
thers with a little. And whether we receive, 
from above, more or leſs; our adminiſtring a 
due Proportion of it, to ſupply the Wants, and 
relieve the Diſtreſſes, of others, will be no more 
than the genuine Expreſſion of our Gratitude to 
that ever-adorable Benefactor, to whom we are 
moſt apparently indebted for our All. Whatever 
he ſo freely beſtows upon us, tis moſt reaſonable 
he ſhould, as it were, charge it with a CH. 
Rent, to be paid to himſelf, as the ſupreme Lord; 
and 'tis moſt gracious to eſteem it done to him- 
felf, when we apply it to pious and charitable 
Purpoſes. "Theſe ſacred Sentiments are fo ob- 
vious, that even an Apocryphal IM riter could ſav, 
If thu haſt Abundance, give Alms accordingly : Tf 
teu have but a little, be not afraid to give accor- 


ding jo that little (q). Tn 
" os is 


(7) Tebit iv. & 
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It is another Excellence belonging to the A 
tle's Advice, that he leaves every Man to fix ſuch 
a Proportion for himſelf, as he thinks will, upon 
the whole, be moſt pleaſing to God, and his own 
Conſcience. The worldly Circumſtances of dif- 
ferent Perſons ſo widely differ from each other, 
that the /ame Sum, ſet apart for pious and charita- 


ble Lies, would be too lit le tor one, and too 


much for another. Single Perſons, having fewer 
Expences neceſſarily lying upon them, may more 
eaſily devote, to ſuch Purpoſes, 4 Hf b, or a 


Fourth Part, a Third, or even one Half, of al! 


thetr Income and Revenues, than thoſe, who are at 
the Head of numerous Families, can give ſo 
much as @ Tenth, or à Twentieth. Nothing there - 
fore can ſo properly determine the Proportion, as 
every Man's own Conſcience, and to that the 
Apo/tle tacitly appeals : He is willing to refer the 
| Matter, important as it is, to be decided by eve 


Man, in the Preſence of two ſuch Witneſſes, as 
| God, and Conſcience, and under the Influence of 


ſuch a powerful Prompter, as a Heart overflow- 
ing with Gratitude to an indulgent Providence, 
from whence, it often and ſeriouſly recollects, it 
has been receiving its All, and where it is {till 
to maintain its continual and entire Dependance, 

By this Time it is hoped, every Man is well- 
ſatisfied with the Apoſtle's Advice in Theory, fo 
as to judge it reaſonable to allow ſome due Pro- 
portion of all his Income and Revenues for pious and 


charitable Uſes, But in Order to reduce this ap- ; 


proved Theory to Practice, we are farther to re- 


mark; that, 
. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, «Every Perſon ſhould, at pro- 


& per Seaſons, endeavour diſtinctly to 
C know, in what Degree his Affairs, by 

& the divine Bleſſing, have been proſ- 

% pered”, | 


To adviſe every ene, to lay by him, as God hath 
proſpered him, evidently implies, that every Man 
ſhould look into his Aﬀairs, and at proper Seaſons 
make an accurate Eſtimate of his Subſtance, and 
fairly ſtate the juſt Ballance of his Accounts, in 
Order that he may certainly know, in what 
Degree he has been a Gainer; at leaſt, whether 
Providence has preſerved, if not added to, his 


Poſſeſſions. All prudent Tradeſmen and Ar- 


chants, and no doubt Gentlemen too, have their 
Seaſons reſpectively proper, in their own View, 
when they examine the State of their worldly 
Accounts. Moſt do it, at leaſt, once every 
Year. And many are thus employed, at this 
particular Seaſon of the Year (r). And if Tradeſ- 
men, Merchants, and Gentlemen, in ating ſuch 
Accounts, intend more immediately to comply 
with the Apoſile's Advice in the Text, they are 
not merely acting upon the Principles of human 
Prudence, but obeying a divine Rule. | 


Indeed the Apo/tle's Advice mentions the fir/l 


Day of the Week, as a Seaſon for every one to lay 


ſomething by him, towards the Collection for the 
Poor, which was to be made in that Day's pub- 
lick religious Aſſembly. But this is by no Means 
autended to intimate, that worldly Accounts are 
to 

4% This Sermon was preached at Chriſigzds, 


A 
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to be ballanced on the Chriſtian Sabbath; no, not 
under a Pretence of devoting any Thing to proves 
and charitable Uſes. It only points to us the » 
Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, and indeed | 
What is now the Practice of many foreign Pro- 
tetant Churches, to have their Collections for the 
Poor always on Lord's Days, in the Places where 
they aſſembled for publick Worſhip. And 
conſidering what has already been hinted con- 
cerning the low Condition of the Generality of 
the Chriſtians at Corinth, as Perſons commonly 
employed in mechanick Labours, this Part of 
the Apoſtles Advice is extremely natural. At ? 
the Cloſe of the Week, we muſt ſuppoſe, both 
the Hu/bandman, and the Mechanic, would re— 
ceive the Wages due for the Labour of the 
whole Week, and, without any Fatigue of Cal- | 
culation, would be able immediately to know, |. 
in what Degree, by the divine Bleſſing, they 
had been proſpered in their Affairs. Certainly 
their having had continued Health to labour, and | 
ſufficient Employment, together with regular Pay- 
ments made to them, are each of them Circum- ö 
ſtances, which they would not fail to take into 
their Account and Eſti mation, as no inconſider- 
able Proofs of a divine Bleſſing; ſince without 
theſe, they could not poſſibly have ſupplyed their 
own Wants, much leſs have been able to on- 
tribute, in any Degree, towards relieving others 
under Poverty and Diſtreſs, <We now come 
to our lait Remark, viz, 
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Fourthly, c As ſoon as the Degree is 
«© known, in which any Perſon's Af- 
6 fairs have been proſpered, he ſhould 
& then fix upon ſome due Proportion of all 
ce his Income and Revenues, for pious + 
< and charitable Uſes, and ſhould make 
it @ ſeparate Fund, that he may have 
eit always in Readineſi "= 


Whether it be the Huſbandman, or b the Me- 


R 


* 


ov 


, ehanick, the Merchant, or the Gentleman, and how 


different ſoever the Seaſons may be, for adjuſtin 
their reſpective Accounts; tho'one may be able to 
do it at the cloſe of every Wees; and another can 
only do it once every Quarter, and another but 
once a Tear; yet when each of them, in their re- 
ſpective Seaſons, and Methods of Enquiry, have 
obtained a diſtinct Knowledge of the Degree, in 
which God hath proſpered them, there remains 
Nothing to hinder them in fixing their reſpective | 
Proportions for pious and charitable Uſes. And 
whatever their Proportion ſhall be, they are then 
at Liberty to lay it by them, as @ private and ſepa- 
rate Fund; or at leaſt to conſider it as ſuch, by 
ſome regular Method of Computation, and con- 
ſequently be always in Readineſs to contribute, as 
they ſhall judge ſuitable to every Emergency, 
and as their reſpective Funds will admit. If a 
Perſon who intirely depends for his Support upon 
his daily Labour, can, as the Aþpo/?le repreſents, 
very Conveniently perform his Work of Mercy 
upon the firſt Day of the Week, that is, on every 
Chriſtie! Sabbath; _ the Merchant, or Gen- 


tlie man, 
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| rleman, will have much more Opportunity to deal 
| out their Bounty and Benevolence, as it may 
well be preſumed, they have a longer Interval 
between one Calculation and another, and a 
larger Fund for the Poor always lying by them. 
On the whole, it appears to be very deſireable, 
| according to the particular Advice of the Apo/ile 
| in the Text, and the more general Illuſtration 
| of it in the above Remarks, that © every Perſon, 
& whether his [ncome and Revenues be more or 
< Jeſs, ſhould put ſuch a Proportion thereof 
& into a ſeparate and private Fund, as in his 
46 Conſcience, he ſhall deliberately judge, will“ 
£« be moſt pleaſing to God, and which he 
4% may always have by him to employ for prous 
& and charitable Lies“. Nor is it lels deſireable, 
that this be done, as aſolemn Act of Devotion, 
in his Preſence, and as accountable to him, whe 
ſearches the Heart, and will not fail openly to 
reward every Inſtance of ſecret Piety; at the 
ſame Time carefully remembering the Grace «of 
eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that tho“ he was rich, yet 
far our Sakes he became poor, that we thro his Po- 
verty might be rich (s). — It now remains, 
that we add, 
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Fifthly, & Some particular Conſiderati- 
ons, which are deſigned to recom- 
“ mend the Apaſtle''s Advice, as we 
“ have been ſtating and explaining it, 
© to our more cordial Approbation, 
and reſolute perſevering Practice“. 


In) 


„ (s) 2 Cor, viii, 9. 


— 
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In Order to this, it cannot be improper to 
urge, in Favour of this, Practice, —the Force of 
Examples that it will render our Charity more 
deliberate and prudent ;—much more extenſive; 


'—andalſo much more conſtant and perſevering ;— 


that it is the Way to give chearfully ;—and live 
frugally ;—and baniſh the Difficulties attendin 
charitable Collections; —beſides fitting us the ber- 
ter to be Truſtees for the Charities of others ;— 
as well as for recommending Charity from our 
own more certain Experience of its Pleaſure and 
Profit, | 
1 Conſider, that mary excellent Perſons 
hve made the Aps/tle's Advice the Rule 
their o, Practice, whoſe Examples 
er ve our Imitation, 


It ſeems the more reaſonable to begin with 
this Conſideration, as, it is hoped, thoſe which 
follow will have the greater Weight, aiter we 
have ſeen ourſelves adviſed to a Practice, which 
is by no Means unprecedented. 

We have already had Occaſion to obſerve, that 
the Old Teſtament affords us Inſtances of Perſons, 
who contributed to ſeveral pious and charitable 
Purpoſes, according to their Ability. Among theſe 
are Abraham and Jacab, who appear to have had 
a fixed Proportion, at leaſt, for prous Uſes, The 


fiſt of theſe illuſtrious 8 we are told, 


ave to Melchizedeck King of Salem, and the 

Prieſt of the moſt high God, Fithes of all the Spoils, 

which he had taken in War (t). The other, when 
C he 

(t) Gen. xiv. 18. 20. Heb, vii. 44 7 
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he was on his Journey, from his Father Jaac in 
Canaan, to his Uncle Laban in Meſopotamia, with- 
out any Attendants, and with the meaneſt Acc 
li commodations, was, in one of his teſting Places, 
favoured withſuch Tokens of the divine Preſence, 
i that he ſolemnly renewed the Dedication of him- 
l| ſelf to God, and particularly v4wed, F all that 
\f Thou ſhalt give me, I will give the Tenth unto 
j Thee (u). 

Tt 


u) Gen, xxviii. 20---22, As Abraham's Tithes of all the Spoils 

he had taken in War, were given to a Prieſt of the mſt high God, 

| and as Jacob muſt have heard of this Inſtance of his Grandfather”s 

| Piety, he was no Doubt partly induced thereby to 2/970 79 God the 

Tenth of all his Poſſeſiions, and probably deſigned them alſo for 

[| the Support of them that min ie in holy Things, This is the more 

| probable, becauſe the fame Pr:$9r77on was afterward appointed, by 

| the divine Law, to be given to the Tribe of Levi, by all the other 

| Tribes of Iſracl out of all their Poilefſions in the promi ſed Land, 

| [ Lew. xxvii, 32. Numb. xvill. 21.] But it is to be obſerved, 

| that the Teutls given by Abraham and Jacob, were their private 

| ard voluntary As; whereas the Tenths given to the Tribe of Levi, 
ty all the other Tribes of Iſrael, were publick ard neciſſaty Ads, im- 


£7ſtrate, end at a Time when taey were receiving, from his im- 

mediate Grant, a Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, and even as a 
| Condition of their entring upon that Poſſeſſion. Nor were thefe | 
tt Teorths the whole of what, under the Law, was to be devoted to- 
| wards maintaining the Worſhip of God; for there were alſo the 
Firſt-Fruits, Oblations, and various Kinds of expenſive Sacrifices; 
and over and above all theſe, their Poor were to be maintained by 
their private and voluntary Contributions, So that conficering---the 
pecul:ar Nature of the Ifraclites Tenure of the Land of Canaan,-- 
their near Relation to the 77e of Levi, -the Importance of that 
Tr:be to their religious Intereſts, -- its having no Share with them 
in the Diviſion of their Lands, together with the expreſs Lav 
Cod concerning the Tent} 5;---it muſt follow, that the Payment 
of Js, by the Jegoe, was rather an Act of public and neceſſa- | 
ry Jiſtice, than of private and voluntary Charity, In the ſame » 
View way allo be cogſicered all thoſe Laws, by which many civil ; 


Ciniernments, 


2 
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It would not be difficult to produce a Cata- 
logue of eminent Perſons, who lived in the fe- 
veral Ages of Chriſtianity, and in very different 
Parts of the Chriſtian Morld, of whom there are 


authentick Accounts, that they each of them 


long fixed, and devoted, ſome conſiderable Pro- 


portion of their whole Eftates and Revenues to picus 


and charitable Uſes. But it will be abundantly 
ſufficient to our preſent Purpoſe, if we contine 
ourſelves within the Limits of our own Country, 
and to ſuch Names and Characters, as many of 
us have ſome previous Acquaintance with, and 
Veneration for (20%. 


C 2 Amongſt 


Governments, both Heathen, and Chr aar, he ve allotted a Tenth to 
be paid out of the Lands and Poſſeſſions of tne Laity, for the 
Support of thoſe among them that were Miniſcrs of R. ligten 

From all this we may juſtly inter, that when the Pharifeg be aſted 
in his Prayers, I give Tithes of all that I poſpefe [ Like xviii. 12, ], 
he not only diſcovered, even ſuppoſing his Actions to liave been 
charitable, a ſnameful Dependance upon his own Worthinets an, 
Righteouſneſs; but in Reality was chargeable with groſs: Hypocriſy, 
and Covetouſneſs, in making Uſe of Tithes, which, at beſt, were 
but n tively ſmall and inconſiderable Acts of pr hlick aut - 
necelary Fuji ice, to ſupercede his obſerving tr rige ,,ẽmMutrers 
cf 5 Law, fach as, Juagrent, Mercy, and Faith; or the Jobe 
of Ged in the Heart, which'will certainly produce the Fruits of 
private and voluntary Almi-giving, Wn this Manner our Lord 
evidently teaches us to argue, Mat. xxili. 24, and Luke xi. 42. 


At the ſame Time expreſsly repreſenting rhe titling of eviry Hut, 


as by no Means a Fork of S: nperercgation, but what the Law 


itſelf required; for, ſays he, heſe greater Duties more cfpecially - 


ont ye to have done, and not To . have the other undone, as Even 
the leaſt of God's Commands are to be revered and obeyed, On 


the whole, if Chriftzans, and Prot: {7znts, conſider their Paymaut 


of Tithes in the ſame View with the boa ſting Pharifee, they muſt 
certainly partake with him in his Quilt and Condemnation, 


(20) Moſt of the following Facts are extracted from ſuch wells 
knewn Pets of Lives, or Funeral Sermons that it ſcemed alto- 
gether ſuperfluous to refer to the particular Patlages, 
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Amongſt thoſe that made a Tenth the fixed tl 
Proportion of their Alms-giving, were ſuch ſelect _ 
Names as—the Lord Harrington, who died 1613 u 
i the Lord Chief Juſtice Hale; Mr. John fog f. 
iſ fer, Merchant and Citizen of London; alſo the x 
"i following Miniſters, Dr. Hammond, Ar. 2! 
i Milliam TVheatley, of Banbury ;—and Dr. Samuel 

& 
£ 
> 
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Anneſley, the Writer of whole Life aſſures us, that 
„% Dr, Anneſley always laid aſide the Tenths of all 
« his Gifts, Salary, and Iucomes, for frous and 
„ charitable Uſes, even before any Part was 
„ ſpent”. Concerning this Proportion Mr, 
| Baxter informs us, that he long adhered to it 
himſelf, till he found it too little; and expreſsly 
tays of it, © it is too much for ſome, and much 
too little for others; but for the moſt, I think 
it is as likely a Proportion, as it is fit for ano- 
ether to prefcribe.” And elſewhere he obſerves, 
ce it ſeems, that the devoting a Tenth Part ardi- 
c narily to God, is a Matter that we have more 
e than 3 Human Direction for”, And 1M, 
Thomas Gouge, in his excellent Diſcourſes, inti- 
tled, Riches increaſed by giving to the poor, or the | 
fureft and ſafeſt Way of thriving, adviſes ſuch as 
can, to give away the Tenth Part of their whole 
yearly Tucome, and then adds, by the whole 
year Income, 1 mean, without firſt deducting 
% any Part thereof for Diet, Cloaths, or other 

% neceſſary Expences”. 
Some, while they have principally adhered to 
a Tenth, have connected with it a different Prg-. 
portion, in Fay avour of ſome particular Kinds of 
their “ 


-- 
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their Incame. We have an Inſtance of this 1 
Dr. Samuel IHrigbt, who (as Dr. Hughes informs 
us in his Funeral Sermon for him) kept a Purſe 
for charitable Uſes, in which was found this re- 


markable /emorontim, which ſhows what Rule 


he preſcribed to himſelf in this Matter: © Some- 
thing from all the Money | receive, to be put 
ce into this Pur/e, for charitable aud friendly Uſes; 

„from my Salary as a Miniſter, which is un- 
& certain, a Tenth Pat; — from zccaſional and ex- 
„ traordirary Gifts, which are more uncertain, a 
« Twentieth Part; from C py- /Zoncy for Things 
1 print, and Intereft of my £/late, a Seventh 
% Part”, Dr. Daddiidęe alſo was another In- 
ſtance of this Sort; It appears ſince his Death 
that he preſcribed to himſelf the following Rule; 
« make a ſolemn Dedication of one Tenth of my 
% E/ftat:, Solory, and Income by traching my Pupilt, 

“ to Re? 597 Ujes ; unleſs Juſtice requires it 
«& ſhould be otherwiſe. And I alſo devote to 


* fuch Uſes an eight of every T hing [ receive 


« by Way of Gift or Preſent”, 

A fev enth Part of all his Income, wu the p rac- 
tice of the Rev. Dr. Hilliam Goune; tho' a Tenth 
was what he a recommended to. others, 
as we are informed by his Son Ar. T hamas 


 E:uge. We are indebted to the fame Gentleman; 


for informins us of thiee eminent Phy/aczans in- 
London, viz. Dr. 2 55 Ciark, Dr. Faun Bathurſt, 
and Dr. Ediiund Ieh, who may each of them 
be ſaid to have fixed upon a feventhn, as their 


Prepartien becauſe, from their firft Entrance on 


C 3 : the 7 
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Ver Practice, they devoted all their Lord 5-Days- 
Fees, to charitable Uſes. 

A Fifth Part was the fixed Propertion of Mech 
Biſbop Tillotſon, and of the Rev. Dr. Iſaac atis; 
and alſo of Mrs. Parthenia F.rwman; a pious 
Gentlewoman in London, to whom Mr. Thomas 
Gouge dedicates his Sermon au, Good Mors. 

A Fourth Part was the conſtant Practice of 
Mrs. Bury, the Wife of the Rev Mr. Bury of 


Briſial, who acquaints us, in his Account of Her 


Life, that “ ſhe thought it was reaſonable, that 
% ſuch as had no Children ſhould appropriate a 


% Fourth Part of their Neat Pe Hess, as well as 
« ſhe, to ſuch neceſſary Purpoſes”. 

A Third Part was the fixed Proporticn of the 
Counteſs of Iarwick, who died 1678. It is ſaid 
of thi Lady, that © when in her Huſband's 
« Life-Time, ſhe had an Allowance, ſettled by 
„ Marriage-Articles, ſhe aſked a neighbouring 


cc Miniſter, in whom ſhe much confided, what 
„ Proportion of his Zoo any Man ought to de · 


ce vote to Charity? He anſwered, it was hard, 
c if not impoſſible, to fix a Rule, which might 
&© hold univerſally ; but that the Circumſtances 
of particular Perſons were to be conſidered, 
« their Ran, and Quality, their Incomes, their 
« Dependencie:, &c. Not fatished with this An- 
„ ſwer, ſhe urged him to ſay, what he thought 


* would be fit and bec -oming her to do. He. 


c ventured to propoſe a ſeventh Part. She reply - 


ed, ſhe would never give leſs. than the Third, 
And ſhe acted up co her Reſolution; for beſiJos 


ce 


«6 


« conttanty 
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ce conſtantly laying by her a Third 5 of her 
Income for pious and charitable Uſes, ſhe would 
„ ſometimes add to it out of what remained. 
„ After her Lord's Death, ſhe in a good Mea- 
„ ſure verified what a great Perſon fard: that the 
Earl of Warwick had l- ft all his E feat to pros 
« Uſes”, 


Inſtances may farther be produced of thoſe, to 


whom, the ſeveral Proportions already mentioned 
were Limits too narrow for the Largeneſs of their 
Hearts, —Such was the celebrated Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kobe, who thus ex preſſeth herſelf, © I conſecrate 


& half of my yearly Income to charitable Uſes; 
c yea all that I have beyond the bare Conveni- 
e ence and Neceſſity of Life, ſhall ſurely be the 


c Lord's”. — Such was the Honorable Robert 


Boyle. Such Ins was the Rev. Mi. Thomas 


Brand, whoſe large Charities are deſcribed by Dr. 


Amnſtey, in his Narrative of Mr. Brand Life, 


* where tis obſerved, Mr. Brand ſometimes uſed 
to ſay, he would not fell his E/ate, becauſe 
c intailed, but he would [queeze it, as long as he 
„ lived”; and that“ he would accept of no 
Man's &/ate, if he muſt be tyed from uſing it 

c on ſpiritual Accounts. — To theſe muſt be 


added the Rev. Mr. Thomas Gange, of whom 


Dr. Calamy tells us, that“ when he had loſt 


% much by the Fire of London, and had ſettled 
« his Children, and had his Wife taken from 


„ him by Death, he had but 150%. per Anu. left, 


“and he gave 100 of it to charitable Uſes”. 


His Funeral Sermon was preached by Dr. Tillotſon, 


os 4 after y. rds 
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afterwards Arch- Biſpep of Canterbury, who, a- . 
0 moneſt other Encomiums, fays of him, “ all C 
0 46 hings conſidered, there have not, ſince the & 
il « primitive I imes of Chriſtianity, dern many ea 
„ « among the Sons of Men, to whom that glo- of 


iſ = 7 
"Wt & rious Character of the Son of God might be in 
Int c hetter applyed, that he went abcut dung 8 gad pi 


. —So remarkable was Mrs, Maronret Baxter for he 
Il this Largeneſs of Heart, that thourh, as Mr. W 
Baxter himſelf takes Notice i in his Account of her. fru 
Life, he approved of her devoting to {ious and is 
charitable Ls the whole Income of her Eftate, ex, W 
cept ſo much as their ne ceftary Expences de- C. 
manded; yet this did not ft i-iy her, for ſhe even N 
fold Part of ber Eſtate, that ine might have the ol 


| more to give away. ir 
| There are alſo other ines of a more pecu- 11 
„ liar Kind, which J the rather chuſe to mention, P 
| N as they were 8 Whole Ci n in Life * 
„ ſet them upon a Level with man of my Hearers. ſi 

[f One of theſe began a: > inconfulerable Trade, V 


10 with devoting, wy” 5 ard charitable Lies, S b 

hy Pence cut ef every Pound he ſuould find his Capital * 
Stock amount to, at the End of every Year. And 34 
as he lived to a good old Age, fo it is : wall known P 
his Sub!iance increaſed with his Years, and £& 
greatly enlarged the Bounds of his T. berality.— In 


Another began, with devoting to Charity, One | n 
Shilling a 1Feek, for the fit Var; reſolving to | P 
add in future Vers. in Propo-tion to the Degree, 
0 in which divine Providence 1! ould ſmile upon his 
1 little Branch of Trade, Accordingly the Second 4 U 


| [1 
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Var he was encouraged to lay by him Half 2 
: Crown a Week; the third Year he laid by Five 
' Shillings a Meet; and the Four next Years had alſo. 
each of them an Addition, to this ſeparate Fund, 
of Half a Crawn a Week, fo that his Seventh Year 
in Trade produced Fifteen Shilling a Week, tor 
' pious and charitable Uſes. But ii the Erghth Year 
he was enabled to make it a Cπůnca a Week, 
which he continued many Years, without Inter- 
ruption, or Abatement, till his Lgath.— There 
is one in ore, I beg Leave to mention, becauſe he 
was ſo well-known in this Aſſem de, and whole 
Charitable Benefaftions, in this, and in many other 


Neighbourhoods, will Jong endear the Memory 
of Mr. Jaſoph IFiilians to Multitudes, We aie 
informed ſince his Death, that his fixed Propor- 


tion, for pious and charitable Ujes, was Fifty 
| Pounds a Year, during, at leaſt, the Seven laſt 
Years of his Life: And that he did this, exclu- 
| five of one Hundred and Fifty Pounds, which it is 
. well-known, he lately contributed towards re- 
building this Place of Worſhip (x). 


Perhaps by viewing fuch amiable Examples as 


| theſe, and by recollecting many others which 


perhaps your own Thoughts will be able to ſug- 
geſt, your Spirits may be ſo animated, as very 


little to need the Addition of any other Argu- 


) 


preſſion, and therefore, 


ments. However, let us cheriſh the happy Im- 


2. Conſider, 


(x) The Proteſtant Diſſenters at Kidderminſter, rebuilt and en- 
larged their Mectin 
21 1755. 


g-Houje in 1753, and Mr, IPalliams died Dec, 


Rule. 


dence be better employed, than in fixing me 
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2, Conſider, that if we practice accor- 
ding to the Apofle's Advice, it will ren- 

der our Charity much more * delibet ate and 


prudent, 


For want of fixing ſome due Proportion, and 
keeping by us a /e >harate Fund, for pious and cha- 
r1table Uſes, we ſhall be apt to act at Random, and 
with great Uncertainty and Perplexity, becauſe 
we ſhall not be able to know the real Agreement, 
between our whole [nceme, and the farticular 15 
ances of our Bounty. Such Ignorance will natura! 
ly tend to expoſe us, either, to the Neg' ect ot 
ſome Object, that o t to have been regarded 
or, to Raſhneſs and Pr itation, in doing more 
than, in Point of Pru:: 57 we really ought to 
have done. Whereas, by; evoting ſome certain 
Proportion of all our Revei: 125, we all be enabled 


to deal out our Bounty, with a calm, prudent, 
and deliberate View of the juſt Agreement, be- 


tween our general Capacity, and Our partiuular 


- 


Di/tributions. It is, in every Caſe, a conlierable 


Point of Wiſdom and Prudence, to Wan by 
And where can our Wiſdom ane Pru- 


good Rule for the Conduct of fo great a LUuty. 
Alms-giving? —We may, 


3. Conſider, that this practice will Help to 
make our Charity much more ente, Aue. 


A Perſon, who always keeps by him a /eparate 


Fund, for pious and charitable Ujes, is more ct 


7 


Like: 


— 


N 


tif 
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Liberty to look around him, and examine into 
„the Variety of Ol jette, that will preſent them- 
>» ſelves to his charitable Regardo; and conſequently 

has greater Opportunity of paying a more diſtin- 
guiſhing Regard to thoſe OHiecte, which appear to 
him moſt deſerving. While he will ſuffer few, 


2 ee | 
„ if any, wholly to eſcape his Liberality, he will 
1. | % a ; 8 

u have greater Certainty of expreſſing his Concern 
* for ſome particular Objects, in Proportion to 


7. the Idea he will have of their more important and 


Intereſting Nature, He would really be afraid 


to ſeize ſo many Opportunities of doing Good, 


BY * by his charitable Contributions, if he did not 
wwe diſtinctly know the State of his Separate Fund, 
{© This prompts him to contrive various Schemes 
in Of Benevolence, and with a liberal Spirit deviſe 


0 1 liberal Things (y) ; ſo that the Influence of his 
| Charity eaſily extends beyond the narrow Bounds 
be. of a particular Neighbourhood, and even beyond, 
what he himſelf would otherwiſe have thought, 
. the proper Limits of his own Sphere of Action, 
b, Or of his particular Calling, and Place in Society. 
: ſ And what is no leſs deſireable, let us, 


me 4. Conſider, that this Practice will tend 
25 to make our Charity much more conſtant 
and perſeuering. 


lt may juſtly be obſerved, that if the Sanc- 

tification of the Lord's Day had not been, upon 
Moral and Scriptural Principles, a fixed and con- 
ſtant Thing, but only temporary and occaſional, 

. . | | 25 there 

+ one (y) Iaiah i. 8. 


Gre f 
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there is the higheſt Reaſon to believe, the Con- 
ſequences would have been fatal to Religion and 
Piety. The Caſe is pretty much the ſame with 
the Duty of Alins- giving. He that has no ſeparate 
Fund for pious and charitable Uſes, may give now 
and then, when Objects do, as it were, force 
themſelves upon him. But as ſoon as that Vio- | 
lence ceaſes, he will be apt to return to his habi- | 
tual Indifference and Neglect, and thus his good | 
Deeds will be interſperſed with many wide 
Chaſms and aweful Blanks. Let us ſuppoſe the 
ſame Perſon to be prevailed upon to devote to 
Ul | ſuch yes, ſome due Proportion of all his Weekly, “ 
i Duarterly, or Annual Income, and to keep it by 
gi him as a ſeparate Fund, and then, as the Apaſtle 
RY | expreſſeth it, he will not be weary in well-d;ang (2). 
| By this Means, ſucceſſive Weeks, and Months, 
and Years will {till bear Witneſs to his diffuſive | 
Bountifulneſs; the lovely Practice will grow in- 
to a Habit, and flow on, with unabating Full- | 
neſs and Freedom, like a mighty Stream. —Ano- | | 
ther unſpeakable Advantage of following the | 
Apoſtles Advice, and very intimately connected | 
with what we have been ſuggeſting is, that, # 


—— — 


9 — * 


5. It will greatly contribute to our per- 
Forming every charitable Action with a 
more chearful Spirit. 1 | 


Every Man, ſays the Apoſtle, according as he 
purpoſeth in his Heart (or conſults and deliberates 
8 5 with 

(z) Calat, vi, 9. N y 
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with himſelf, for ſo the Word properly ſignifies, 
and probably refers to the Rule in our Text, by 
which every Man may molt effectually diſcover 
what his Circumſtances will admit) ſo let him 
give; nt grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, far God lov- 
eth a chearful Giver (a). And ſhould not we love 
to take that Method, which is moſt likely, by the 
Grace of God, to make us chearful Gruers © A 
Perſon, who keeps by him no ſeparate Fund 
for pious and charitable Uſes, if any Propoſal be 
made to him concerning a neceſſitous Object, or 
other Scheme of Benevolence, he is too apt to 


receive it with Reluctance, and Regret, and 


ſhrink back into his own doubtful "Thoughts, 
with a ſecret Wiſh, that ſuch a Propoſal had 
never been made to him; and when he finds 
himſelf obliged to ſpeak to the Caſe, how appa- 
rent is his Heſitation and Perplexity | How {o- 
licitous is he to invent Excuſes, ſtart Di - 
culties, and raiſe Objections ! If, by theſe Me- 
thods, he does nut altogether ſilence the Propo- 
ſal, nor by an aukward and peeviſh Behaviour, 


baniſh out of his Preſence the Perſon that made - 


it, there is Reaſon to conclude, that he is found 


in an unexpectedly happy Moment. And when 


he gives a little, does not his Money come from 
him, as if it was his Blood? And what is {till 
more pitiable, perhaps long after the Thing is 
done, he is even heard to reflect upon it, as an 
Action he did not wholly approve. Would we 


prevent all this in ourſelves ? Let us then, with- 


9 Fo. = 


6 2 Cor ix. 7. 
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out Delay, fix ſome due Proportion of all cur In- 


come and Revenues, and form a ſefarate Fund, 
and by this Means, it is hoped (nay, the excel- 
lent Mrs. Bury poſitively ſays) * we ſhall 1: 
& grudge to give out of a Bag, that is no longer 
% ourown', We mayt then be able to ſmile 
upon every charitable Propoſal, and even lift up 
our Hearts with Thankfulneſs to God, for giv- 
ing us defireable Opportunities to deal out our 


Bounty, and thereby demonſirate, both to our- 


ſelves, and up that it i5 nere bleſſed to give 


than to receide (6), 


Nor is it of little Impor- 
tance to 00, that, 


6. Our follow ne the 4 e s Advice is 
te 2 ay 79 3 TC ell- 575 ated 
Frugaiity in all cur c:mmin Eæpence 


By ſetting apart, for p:zus and ca! italle Uſes, 
fore due Pro>;rticnof all cur Inoome and Revenues, 
whether it be a 7 Third, F:urth, or Fifth, a Seventh, 
Tentb, or Twentieth Part, we ſhall, by this Means, 
engage dee with Cable 8 Submiſſion to, and 


intire Dependance upon, divine Providence, to 


live upon the Remainder, and conſequently to 


ſpend that Remainder, even with a religious Cau- 


tion and Circumſpection. It is on this very Ac- 
count, that many a pious and truly charitable 
Perſon a appears, in ſome Reſpecis, at leaſt to a 


ſuperficial Obſerver, with a covetous Aſpect, by. 1 


cauſe he denies himſelf in his Fed, 2570 


E. gg, only that he may have the more to af. 


tribute 


x. 33 · 


1 
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tribute in Charity. With great Propriety is it 
ſaid of ſuch a god Man, he ſheweth Favour, and 


lendeth, he will prey? his A fairs with Dijcretion(c), 


By his wiſe and pious Management of them, he 


knows how to lend, or give, without putting him- 


ſelf to Inconvenience, or running into Extrava- 
gance, Who, but the Friend of God and Man, 
will view his own Eftate, whatever it be, and 
conſider himſelf as a mere Steward for G and 
the Por; and conſequently be truly ſolicitous fo 
to regulate his own Deſires, that they may never 
exceed what calm Reaſon, and ſelf— deny ing 
Piety, will juſtify. Extravagarnce, 5 ſuch a one, 


| will be deemed down- right [r;/7:: His Fru- 


gality, and his Charity, will me ſupport 
each other, 

It was this happy Union of Charig and Fru- 
gality, in that eminent Divine Dr. Samuel Winter, 
which made him often ſay, as the Writer of his 
Life informs us, „I can fare hard!';, and ge 
& meanly, that I may be the better enabled there- 
by to relieve the Neceſſities of them that are 
« in Want”. 


„My own Rule, ſays Mr. Baxter, has been, 


« firſt, to contrive to need myſelf as little as may 
60 be, and lay out none on need , but th live 


* frugally on a little; then, to ferve God in my 


„ Place, upon that litt! Competency „which he 


« allowed me to myſelf, that what I had myſelf, 


as that which 1 gave to Others; and, laitly, 


D 2 * ts 


627 Þ Fa. 7; ci. Ds 


might be as good a Work for common Good, 


D 
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* to do all the good I could with all the ref, 
„And the more I have practiſed this, the more 
I have had to do it with. But when, by In- 
providence, I have caſt mylelf into Neceſſity _ 
of uſing more upon myſelf, or upon Things 

in themſelves of leſs Importance, I have prof | 
pered much leſs than when I did otherwiſe”. 

„ Well-worthy alſo of our Attention was the 

1 Conduct of the Rev. Mr. William Scoffin of Slaa:a-. 
Wl ford in Lincolnſhire, who died in a very advanced | 
wy Age about Twenty Five Years ago. He was a 
{1k Perſon of diſtinguiſhing Piety and Self-denial, _ 
Wh" and particularly "eminent for his Fr ugaity and , 
Charity, His whole Iucame and Revenues never 
4 exceeded Thirty Pounds a Near, and often amoun- 

19 ted to little more than Twenty, Nevertheleſs, b 

1 his own, and his Wiſe's, frugal and prudent 

F Management, he was enabled always to keep by 

Þ him, what he called % Pozr's Box, and one par- 

1 ticular Way he had of increating it, was, to put 

. into it Twohence every FFcck, only in Conſideration 

45 of his ſpending one Day in every Il cet as a private 8 
Wa religions Fajt, Tho' his Income ſeemed fo little? 
capable of admitting any ſtated Dedustion, vet, 
of his own Accord, he abſolutely refuſed the con- 
tinued Pay ment of a /mall Annuity, Which he had 
long received from a certain charitable Society in 
Tan becauſe he had heard of ſome Lofles at 
Sea, which that Society, or ſeveral of the Mem- 
bers of it, had ſuſtained © 5 . 
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It is more than probable, our bleſſed Lord, 
when he ſat at Dinner at the Houle of a Phariſee 
of high Rank, ſaw how much the Sinews rf 


. Charity were cut, by ſuch ſumptuous Proviſions as 


were then made for Multitudes that were in no 
Need, which occaſioned his /aving ts him that bod 
him, when thou makeſt a Dinner, er a Supper, call 
not thy rich Friends, nar thy rich Brethren, neither 
thy rich Kinſmen, nor thy rich Neighbzurs, lejt 7565 
alſo bid thee again, and a Recompence be made thee 
but when thou make/t a Feaſt, call h porr, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind, and th:u ſhalt be bleſſed ; 


for they cannot recompence thee, for thou ſhalt be re- 


compenſed at the Reſurrectian ift the Fu/t (e). Let 
ce us hearken to The ſe Exhortations to Charity, 
% from the Mouth of our charitable Saviour, 

* who gave himfeif for us, And as Cori/t leaſed 


„not himſelf; let us not allow ourſelves to ſquan- 


& der away great Quantities of Money, in what 
% may oratity our own Senſes, or make a gaudy 
« Shew. in the Eyes of the vainer Part of Man- 
« kind; but let us be will ting to ſpare from 
& the Luxuries and Superſlu ties of Life, that 
« we ma; betow it on the P:27, and the Di/treſ- 
% fed. And indeed, whatever our Circumſtances 

“ and Poſleſſions be, we mu't expect that the 
“ Stream of our Bounty will ſoon be dried up, if 
ec it be not ſupplied from the Fountain of a pru- 


« dent Fugalitiy. This Se, dental muy now in 


e ſome In . Alices be 1 - hit it wW I! he am- 
« ply recomperſea at the Reſurrection of the Vit. 


D-3 71 May | 


(e) Lute xiv. 1214 vid. Deudtiage's Fan, Epe in L. We 
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May we then meet with many, whom our 
« Liberality has fed and cloathed, whom our 
« Knowledge and Zeal have nfiruted; and 
«© whom our holy Examples have edified and 
“ quickened | Here will be a Foundation laid 
« for the Endearments of an eternal Fitendſbip; 
« when that which has been formed upon a 
« Partnerſhip in Vice, or animal Pleaſure, ſhall 
« be for ever forgotten, or be remembered with 
« mutual Horror”. 


7. It is a San of no inconſider- 
able a es that, by following the 
Apoſile's Advice, we ſhall, on our Parts, 
remote the chief Difficulties attending 
Charitable Colle * 


As the pete by his Advice, hoped to have 
none of hi ef Gong cedleſsly employed in making 
Cellections when he came to Corinti, we allo, by 
following his Advice, may with equai Reaſon 
hope, at any Time, greatly to facilitate our La- 
bour, and promote our Succeſs, in making Cz/- 
lectians. The chief Objection to ſuch 1/7rh and 
Lav of Love, is, that © Perſons cannot afford 
be it "And, in mo!t Caſes, it is difficult for 

ne Perſon ſoliciting to ſay, whether the Objec- 
tion has any Weight or not. But if the Rule in 
the Text were followed, the only 220 DPuc/tions 
would be, „ whether the propoſed Charity pro- 
« perly deſerved Encouragement! And whether 
« there remained a ſuficient Sup pply in the er- 
* <ate ſeparate Tund 'f If this Rule were follow- 
ed, 


= W* foes — fo my 
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ed, Men would not be at a Loſs to know what 
their Circumſtances were: They would not, as 
they too often do, make a wrong Eſtimate of 
their Circumſtances, their Expences, and Neceſ- 
ſities: But by frequently conſidering theſe Things, 
they would come to a juſt and | impartial Determi- 
nation. We ſhould then never hear them 1 Mice 
| bzufly, and yet anx4ufly, inquiring, ot dy othe 
give? Which, it is to be iced: is genera! ly 
made for no other Reaſon, but to ſee "whether 


they may not ſave, both their Credit, and their 
Money, by doing leſs than they in their Conſei— 
ences tnink they ought to do, becauſe others do 
leſs, whoſe Examples they are deſirous to imitate 
in this Reſpect, tho” probably in Nothing elſe.— 

It would alſo prevent the Trouble of ſoliciting 
Perſons again and again, and urging the apparent 
State of their Trade, or Families, as a Reaſon for 
them to be more liberal than they are inclined 
to be.— Thus the Buline(s of collecting for Ga- 
ties of any Kind, which is too commonl: X= 
tremely diſagreeable, would become eaſy and 
pleaſant ; and Perſons would not be tempted to 
cenſure their Neighbours, either for with55{dimg 
mire than is meet, or for contributing more than 
their Circumftances will admit. 


8. It may alſo deſerve the 8 Conide- 
ration of ſome particular Perſons, that 
the Practice, which we are now recom- 
mending Q may prevent their being tamed 
2 een thei ir on Hy Aer, co hey are 
put in Truft for tle Chari:y if GER) Se 


D4 Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, in ſuch Cates, ſome may be tempted 
to ſay in their Hearts, “ let h ſuffice for our- 
« ſelves, what Need is there to give away 0 
« awn allo”? But if this Temptation be compli- 


ed with, will it not be a melancholy Inſtance ot 


the wretched Abuſe of Power £ Would it not be 
well for ſuch Perſons to roi . that when they 
diſtribute the Gf a of ot! ers, they are only per- 
forming an of common e as the &teto- 
ards of Aden; but when they deal-cut their own 
Charity, they are more properly the Stewaz 7s 0 
God, and by him their Act ns will be graciouſly 
interpreted, to be the genuine Reſult dah 
Chriſtian Benevolence and Love ? And why the! 
ſhould their Stewardſhip for F-l/2w-1//o1ms Taper: 
cede in any Degree, the inhnitely greater Ho- 
nour and Heppineſs of being the approved and 
applauded Stewards of the Majeſiy ef Heaven? 
And what Expedient is more likely to Conquer 
this Temptation, than having a /efarate Fuid, 
for pious and charitabls Uſes, conſiſting of ſome 
due Proportion of all our Income and Reveiir es 2 
We ſhall then be ſo much the fitter to act as 
Truſtees for the Charities of other Men, v. hile we are 
really tho fon ctly approving ourſelves the fast! ful 
Stewards of God, by the conſtant unremitting 
Stream of our own Charitz,— 


Laſtly, let us ſeriouſly con! 1225 tha! 
practiſing, as the Apsjtle ad-ite: 
enable us tr vecommend Bes fre Ice 14.0. 
ther „ with mire certain E xperi rence uf its 


Fle sure ard 1 a it, 


” 


ted 
ur- 
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It is very deſireable, that every pious Perſon 


ſhould not only have a Heart to deviſe what is 
good, and a Hand ts perform it, but alſo, on all 
f proper Occaſions, a Tongue to recommend it, that 


others may be perſuaded to love and practiſe it 
too. And tho' divine Promiſes are, in themſe:ves, 


an all-ſufficient Recommendation; yet the Ho- 
nour of divine Promiſes is greatly promoted, and 
an Attention to them excited, by hearing the 


O 
happy Experiences of thoſe that have truſted 


them Indeed, every pious Perſon, who abounds. 


in Works 6: Cm iy, will not only truſt divine 
Promites, but will be able to declare, that they 
have not ti " Ted them in vain, even tho their 
Bountifulne bb w a5 not regulated by any fixed Pro- 
for tion of ail their Income aud Hebes. It is ealy 
to ſee, that che Declaration, which ſuch will 
have to make, will be more general and indeter- 
minate, and however ſatisfacł tory to themſelves, 
yet not ſo likely to produce Conviction in others. 
On the other Hand, it muſt be allowed, that 
their Conduct and Experience, who have long 
had their fixed Proportion, and their ſeparate 
Fund, muſt greatly contribute to their having a 
clearer and more diſtinguiſhing View of the Plea- 
ſure and Profit reſulting from Works of Charity, 
as thereby the Hand of God, in accompliſhing 
his Promiſes, may be more diſtinctly and ac- 
curately traced, Accordingly it has often hap- 
pened, that they, who have conducted their 
Charity by the Apgſile 5 Advice, have had a pecu- 
liar Teitimony to give in Favour of their Prac- 
tice. It is very defireable not to conclude, with- 

. Out 
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out an Inſtance, or two, of this Nature; and, 
bleſſed be God, they are not far to ſeek (f). 


Dr. 


ff) Perhaps it may not be improper to conſider Mr. Jes“ 


WI: !liems (ho is mentioned Page 33) as an Inſtance of 


this Nature, In his laſt Letter, dated but a Fortnight before his 


| Death, and which he wrote to his Wife in the neareſt Views of 


Eternity „among many cther Things relating to his approaching 
Dulolution, there is the following Paſſage, After quoting thoſe 
Words i in the Ned clation, Biffed are the Dead , die in the Lord, 
from henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
Ag *bcurs, and their Works dc Hllero them, he then adds, “ Of what 
Axail ſhall any Verbs of mine, that ſhall EAiιο me, be to my 


©« eternal Salvation? I apprehend, that none of thoſe Works of 
* mine, that ſhall Fe me, can avail me any Thing, otherwiſe 
10 


than as Evidences of my ane ere Love to Chr, and nnfeigned 
Faith in him. And ſo I underſtand the ſovereign Judge, when 
* forete!ling the Proceſs of the laſt Judgment. Come ye bleed &C ; 
fer T vas an bungred, aud ye gave me Meat: &c; that is, ye 
evidenced your 1 to me, and Faith in me, by relieving for 
my Sake, theſe who loved me, and ſtood in Need of. your Help, 
If this be a right Senfe of thoſe important Words, I humbly 
truit many s hall flo me, of which 1 ſhall not be 
aſhamed at that glorious, glorifying Day, that great Day of Re- 
tribution,---Certainly my Conſerrmce bearcth me Witneſs in the Fly 
Ghoſt, that I have feilen ed many in the Name of Diſciples, and 
upon no other Conſideration than a charitable Hope, that they 
were Lovers of Chriſt, and intereſted in his Love, Yea, every 
Day have I endeavoured, and deſigned, afreſh to conſecrate to 
him, and his Service, all I am, and all I have, reſolving by 
his. Grace to render to him whatever his Providence aſks for, be 
it more or leſs, Long fnce he has clearly ſhewwed me, that as J 
came naked into the World, and that conſequently al! 1 am peſteſ- 
ſed of is the free Gift of liis Bounty, and kind Providence, there- 
fore all J have is his own, and f.ccred to him, and to his ſovereign 
“ Will and Pleaſure, And his Promiſes afiure'me, I ſhall nor, ! 
* cannot, be a Loſer by whatever I do for him.---He expects [ 
* ſhould eve, and obſerve, the Calls of his Providence, and obey 
them, not grudging to give whatever he ſeems to deinand of me, 
either to the Relief of his People's Wants, or for the Further- 
ance and Proſperity of his Goſpel. How far I have acted by 
— Rule, the laſt great Day will in the beſt Manner declate. 

6 Undoubtedh 
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Advice to the Bountiful, &c. 47 


Dr. Feremiuh Taylor ſays, © that Portion of 


| ©. our Eſtate, out of which a Tenth, or a Fifth, 
c q Twentieth, or ſome Offering to God, for 


& Religion, and the Poor, goes forth, certain] 
c returns with a great Bleſſing upon all the reſt”. 
« I am verily perſuaded, ſays the Rev. Mr, 


0 Thomas Gouge, that there is /c /d;m any Man, 


« that makes Conſcience of his Duty, who 


„ gives-out to the Poor proportionably to what 


« God has beſtowed on him, and with an honeft 
and upright Heart, but if he do obſerve the 
„ Paſſages of God's Providence towards him, 
< he ſhall find the ſame doubled, and redoubled, 
upon him in Temporal Bleſſings“. 

When the Rev. Dr. Samuel Anneſ/ly was ex- 
poſtulated with, by his Friends, to ſpare in Cha- 
rity, and lay up for his Children, his uſual Anſwer 
was, * I am laying-up for my Children“, allu- 
ding, ſays the Writer of his Life, to his /epar ate 
Fund. And we are told, the Event, in the pre- 
ſent World, abundantly anſwered his Expecta- 
tion. | 

To theſe I will only beg Leave to add the 
Teſtimony and Recommendation of Dr. Dod- 
dridge, who knew as much of the Pleaſure and 
Profit of Charity, in Proportion to his Capacity 
for it, as perhaps any! Man in the preſent Age, 


He 


© Undoubtedly in many Things I hawe finned, and come ſhort of the 
« Glory of Cad. Vet in the main, and believing him to be the 
% Lord Gad, merci fil and gracious, &c, I dare lodge my Appeal 
« with him, 20/6 ſearches the Hearts and the Reins, that he doth 
* know, it has keea my Deſire, and Deſign, to honour the Lord 
KC: my dubſtancc. &“. 


48 Advice to the Bountiful, &c. 


He thus addreſſes his Reader (g). “ Has God a 
bleſt you with Riches? Has he placed you in 
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ſuch Circumſtances, that you have more than 
you abſolutely need for the Subſiſtence of 
yourſelf and your Family? Remember your 


approaching Account. Remember what an 


Incumbrance theſe Things often prove to 
Men in the Way of their Salvation, and how 
often, according to our Lord's expieſs Decla- 
ration, they render it as G:ficut to = ter into the 
Kingdom ef Ged, as 11 7s for a Camel to go thro 
the Eye of a Needie, Let it therefore be your 


immediate, your earneſt and your daily Pray er 


that Riches may not be a Snare and a Shame 
to you, as they are to by far the greater Part 
of their Poſſeſſors. Aptretriate, I befeech 


you, ſome certain Part and Proportion of your 


Fas and Revenues, to charitable Uſes ; with 
a proviſional Increaſe, as Ged ſhall freſper 


y2u, in any extraordinary Inſtance. - By this 


Means you will always have a Fund of Chari- | 


{y at hand: And you will probably be more 
ready to communicate, when you look upon 


what is ſo depoſited, as not in any Senſe your 4 


own ; but as already actually given away to 
thoſe Uſes, tho' not yet afl. ved to particular 


aromas; k is not for me to ſay, what that 


Profp011i0n ought to be. To thoſe who have 
large Revenues, and u Children, perhaps 4 


Third, or one Ha af may be to little : To / 
& whoſc 


Doddridge's Riſe ana Brig «fs of Reg gien &c, Char 
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Advice to the Bountiful, &c. 49 


whoſe Incomes are ſmall, and their Charge 
cenſaderable, tho' they have ſomething more 
than is abſolutely neceſtary, it 13 potible a 
Tenth may be tos much. But pray, that God 
would guide your Mind; make a Trial for 
one Year, on ſuch Terms, as in your Con- 
ſcience you think will be mo pleaſing to him, 


and let your Obſervations on ha it, teach you 
to fix your Propordion for the 3 1 
remembering, that he requires Ju? ee in the 


firſt Place, and Alms-deed: only ſo far as ma 
conſiſt with that. Yet at the ſame Time take 
heed of that treacherous, de: ulive, and in 
many Initances deſtructive Imag nation, that. 
Fuſtice fo your on or 6" requires that y:u 
ſpiulll leave pour Children very rich; which has 
perhaps coſt fome parſimonious Parents che 


Lives of thoſe Darlings, ſor whom they laid 


4.4 


up the Portion of tre ” Dy: „; and: what fa- 


1 
tal Conſequences of Divine Diſpleaſure may 
attend it to thoſe that yet ſarvive, God only 


Ly 
knows, and [ he: ly pray, that You or yours 
may ne vel lea 111 


4s Experience 
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The SCRIPTURE-ACCOUNT of LIBERALIT . 


8 1 


ISAIAH xxxii. 8. 


But the Liberal deviſeth liberal Things, y 
and by liberal Things ſhall he land. * 


T IBERALITY comprehends all friendly, 
/ pious and charitable Acts of Beneficence, | 
together with the benevolent Diſpoſition of Mind 
from whence ſuch Actions ſhould properly flow. 
In this View of it, there ſcems to be no Duty 
ſo much inſiſted upon in the ſacred Volume, 
which certainly intimates the peculiar Excel- | | 
lence and Importance of the Duty itſelf, and no 
doubt is deſigned to obviate the many Excuſes | | 
ſo frequently made for neglecting it. Thus | 
the Bleſſed GO p, the overfowing Fountain of 
all Good, becomes, in a moſt diſtinguiſhing | 
Manner, the Patron f the Liberal, and an Ad- n 
docate for Liberality. We may ſee this in every | 
diſtinct Repreſentation Scripture gives us of this 
Duty, and much more, if all that Scripture ſays 
on the Subject could be united in one View. 


In 5 


T or be gſialliſted. Marg, 


The Seripture-Account, &c. 51 


In the Words of our Text are, either impli- 
ed, or expreſſed, . the Obje ts of Liberality, 
« the liberal Regards due to ſuch Objects, the 
«© Conſequences of not regarding them, together 
« with the Motives by which we are excited to 
« thoſe Regards, and the moſt proper Rules for 
« conducting our Liberality“ . But inſtead of 
confining our Thoughts merely to the Text, 
let us endeavour to collect whatever occurs in 
Scripture under each of the Heads now mention- 
ed. By this Means the Fulneſs of Scripture, 
on ſo amiable a Subject, will appear in a more 
convincing Light, and we may hope our Hearts 
will be more {ſenſibly affected by a Diſcourſe, . 
which has fo {tle of Man, and fo much of God. 


Fir/t, „Let us trace the Account Scrip- 
* ture gives us of the various eee 
& of Liberality, and the correſpordent 
“ Kegards due to them”, 


The Objects of Liberaiity, which Scripture 
teaches us to regard, are theſe, the Poor in gene- 
ral; more particularly the Poor under Oppreſ- 
ſion, —our Enemies in any neceffitous Condition, 
—and eſpecially the pious Poor ;—alfo thoſe that 
miniſter in holy Things,--together with the Places 
and other Things neceſſary, for Religious Worſhip. 


1, We have the Poor in general, and 
the liberal Regards due to them, de- 
ſcribed in Scripture-Pr ecepts, Cha- 
racteriſticks and Examples, 


T6 : Attend 
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$2 The Scripture- Account 


following Precrpis. 
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Attend to the Simplicity and Majeſty of the 
The Hiker, and 
the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, which are 
within thy Gates, ſhall come, and ſhall eat, and 
be ſatisfied. —If there be among you a poor 
Man, of one of thy Brethren, within any of thy 
Gates, in thy Land which the Lord thy God 
civeth thee, thou ſhalt not harden thy Heart, 
nor ſhut thine Hand from thy poor Brother : 

But thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto 
him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for 
his Need „in that which he wanteth, Beware 
that there be not a Thought in thy wicked 


Heart, - ſayings the ſeventh Year, the Year of 


Releaſe is at Ha ws end thine Eye be evil a- 
eſt i y poor Brother, and thou giveſt him 
nought. When thou cutteſt down thine Har- 
veſt in thy Field, and haſt forgot a Sheaf in 
the! "ied, thou { Halt not go again to fetch it: 
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of thy Field, 
when thou reapeſt, neither nhalt thou gather 
any Gleanings of thy Harveſt: Thou ea 
leave them vnto the Poor, and to the Stranger. 
—And if thy Brother be waxen poor, and "XY 
len in Decay with thee, then thou tt. alt relieve 
him, yea tno' he be a Stranger, or a S0JUur- 
ner, that he may live with thee. - Give to 
him that aſketh thee, and from him that would 
3 


"3; } LY — * 
and for the XVidow. — And hen pe reap the 
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© borrow of thee, turn not thou away — Give to 


6 every 
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of LTBERALTTY:. 59 
© every Man that aſketh of thee', where there is 
Reaſon to believe it is Charity to do it. When 
thou makeſt a Feaſt, call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind, —Charge them that are rich 
in this World, that they do good, that they 
be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate. — Be not forgetful to 
entertain Strangers. 2 do good, and to 
communicate, forget not' (a). 
While the liberal Man is thus divinely in- 
ſtructed how to regard the Poor in general, it 
will appear that he is no Jeſs adorned and beau- 
tified with ſacred CharaFeri/ticks, Our Text 
ſays, the Liberal deviſeth liberal Things'. And 
elſewhere it is ſaid, —* He is ever merciful and 
© lendeth.—He conſidereth the Poor. A good 
Man ſheweth Favour, and lendeth. He hath 
diſperſed, he hath given to the Poor. —He hath 
Mercy on the Poor. — He hath Pity upon the 
Poor. —T he righteous giveth and ſpareth not. 
le hath a bountiful Eye, he giveth of his 


a 


the Cauſe of the Poor. ES virtuous Woman 
ſtretcheth out herHand to the Poor ; yea, ſhe 


reacheth forth her Hands to the! Needy.,—ls not 


this the Faſt that the Lord hath choſen? Todeal 
thy Bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 


C 

. 

C 

c 

© Bread to the Poor. — The righteous conſidereth 
C 

o 

4 

« 

* 


E 3 Poor 


(a) Deut. xiv. 29. Xv. 7.0% Kxir. 19. Ted, xrili. 22 
0 Kn. .. Fi, 
17, 18. el. xili. 2, 15, 


N. B. In hs Manner tlie Reader will find, at the End of e:ch 


Paragraph of this Pilcuurſe, all the Texts oi Sri pture included 
in a brele Marginal Note. 
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54 The Scripture-Accouni 


© „or, that are caſt out, to thy Houſe * When 
© thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover him, and 
© that thou hide not thy felf from thine own 
© Fleh? And if thou dra out thy Soul to the 
hungry, and fatisfy the afflicted Soul (b). 

But to demonſtrate, that fuch Precepts are 
more than a dead Letter. and that ſuch Charac- 
teriſticks have a nobler Exiſtence than mere 
Imagination, ſee how Scripture enlivens, and 
realizes, them by the moſt illuſtrious Zxam- 
ples, — Fob favs, was not my Soul grieved 
for the Poor —1f! have with-held the Poor 
from their Defire, or cauſed the Eyes of the 
© Widow to fail: Or have eaten my Mor- 
© fe]. myſelf. alone, rk the Fatherleſs hath not 
enten thereaf: If I bave ſeen any periſh for 
Want of Cloathing, cr an ny Poor without Co- 

vering : If his FONG Rave not blefled me, and 


0 
if ke were not war 


f not ed with the Fleece of my 
© Sheey.—Zacchers Hod and faid unto the Lord, 
0 pchold, Lord, the {Hal t of my Goods I give to 
the Poor. DT ſaid to a certain Man lam 
c from his Mother's Womb, who aſked an 
Alms, Aer and Gold [ have none, but ſuch 
as | have, give I thee. 3 in the Name of Veſus 
( Chrifſf of Ne ent, riſe up and walk”. So ma ay 
moit of the Miracles wro! vant by Crt, and his 
HAgoftles be dds properly conſid tered, as eminent 


Procts of Liber ality. to the Poor lt was the 
Pralle 


* * + . 22 A 5 oY - . 
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of LIBERALITY. 55 


Praite of Dercas, that ſhe was full of 999d 


* Works, and Alms-Deeds which ſhe did' :— 
And Cornelius a Roman Centurion “gave much 
Alms to the People'. Paul tells the Galatians, 


James, Cephas and John, would that we ſhould 
£ remember the Poor, the fame which [ alſo Was 


forward to do' (c). 


2. The liberal Regards particularly due 


to ſuch Poor, as are under Oppreſſim, 
are alſo repreſented in Scripture- Pre- 
cepts, Characcteriſticks and Examples. 


The ſacred Precepts, for this particular Pur- 


| poſe are ſuch as theſe. „Te thall not affli 


any Widow or Fatherleſs Child. — Thou ſhalt 
not pervert the Judgment of the Stranger, nor 
of the Fatherleſs, nor take a Widow's Raiment 
to pledge.—Defend the Poor and Fatherleſs 
do Juſtice to. the afflicted and needy ; deliver 
the poor and needy; rid then out of the Hand 
of the wicked, Open thy Mouth for the 
dumb in the Cauſe of all ſuc) as are appointed 
to Deſtrustion. Open thy Mouth, judge righ 
teouily, and pied the Cauſe of the poor nd 
needy, —Tcarn to do well, ſeek Ju: 12 ments 
relieve the Oppreſſed, ju: bes the F athe 
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56 The Scripture- Account 
£ deliver the Spoiled out of the Hand of the Op- 


© preſſour ; and do no Wrong, do no Violence 


: to the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, nor the Widow, 
Break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and thine 

© Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor ' (d). 
To the ſame Purpoſe are the following Cha- 
ratteriſlicks, Who neither hath oppreſſed 
any, hath not witholden the Pledge, neither 


c hath ſpoiled by Violence, but hath given his 


© Bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 


© naked with a Garment, that hath taken off his 


Hand from the Poor (e). 


And here alſo are not wanting the moſt illuſ- ? - 
trious Examples, —— Nehemiah ſaid unto the 
Nobles and Rulers of the Jews, We, after our 
© Ability, have redeemed our Brethren the Jews, , 

© which were ſold unto the Heather, and will | 

ye even ſell your Brethren ? or ſhall they be | 
* ſold unto us? I likewiſe, and my Brethren, | 


© and my Seryants, might exact of them Money 
and Corn. I pray you Tet us leave-off this Ulury. 
Reſtore, I pray you, to them, even this Day, 
their Lands, their Vineyards,their Olive-Yards, 
and theirHouſes,alſo the Hundredth Part of the 
Money, and of the Corn, the Wine, and the Oil, 
that ye exact of them'. He alſo obſerves, © fv 
the Time that I was appointed to be their Go- 
vernor in the Land of Judah, that is, twelve 
Years, „ I and my Brethren have not eaten the 


Bread 


(d) Exod. xxii, 22. Dent. xxiv, 17. Pſalm lxxxii. 3, 4. 


Dan. iv. 271 
(Ee) Exch, Wii. 16. 17 He 


of LIBERALITY. 87 


© Bread of the Governor. But the former Go- 


vernors that had been before me, were charge- 
able unto the People, and had taken of them 
Bread and Wine, beſide Forty Shekels of Sil 
ver, yea even their Servants bare Rule over 
the People; but ſo did not I, becauſe of the 
Fear of God: Vea, alſo 1 continued in the 


we any Land; and all my Servants were ga- 
thered thither unto the Work. Moreover, 
there Were at my Fable an Hundred and Fifty 
of the Fews and Rulers, beſides thoſe that 
came unto us from among the Halben that are 
about us. Vet for all this required not I the 
Bread of the Governor, bec: uſe the Bondage 
was heavy upon this People”. . 756 ſays, 
delivered the Poor that Sie and the Father- 
leſs, and him that had none to help him. I 
was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was I to the 
Lame. I was a Father to the Poor; and the 
Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. And 
brake the Jaws of the wicked, and pluckt the 
« Spoil out of his Teeth —[I have not lift up 
© mine Hand againſt the Fatherleſs, when I faw 
my Help in the Gate', or Court of Juftire, — 
Kinz 7% judge the Cauſe of the Poor 
* and Needy” (f). 


3. Even our Enemies, in any neceſſitous 
Onditian, are recommended in Scrip- 
ture, as the particular Objects of our 
Liberality. In 


£ 
by 
c 
— 
© 
© Work of the Wall of Fer © neither bought 
c 
C 
. 
& 
* 
4 
«, 
£ 


i 
= 


t 


* 


CAN. V., 8. 10, 11, 14-18. Fob: xxix, 12, 1527. xxxi. 21. 
| Fer, XXil, ib, 


— 


S 


—— 


— <3 


+ —— 
8 


— — 
pn — 


— <3, 
— 
e 


e 


r 


| 
+ 
6 


76 
75 


* > 2 4 


58 The Scripture- Account 


Li In this View Precepts have a moſt charming 
9 Aſpect, and fully manifeſt their divine Origi-| | * 
00 nal, as we may ſee in ſuch Inſtances as theſe. - th 
[| If thine Enemy be hungry, give him Bread to- ſo 
+ © eat; and if he be thirſty, give him Water ts} 71; 
[1 « drink.—lf thine Enemy hunger, feed him, if| * 
þ © he thirſt, give him Drink, —Þo good to them 
| © that hate you” (g). * as 
k And are we not conſcious to yet more pow- |* * 
'® erful Charms, whenever ſuch Precepts are | Bag 
* exemplified 5 a correſpondent Practice © L & 
The Prophet Eliſba anſwered a King of [/raz!, “ 
|. Thou ſhalt not ſmite the Army 'of Syrians”, ) « 
| | -C 


(whom Eliſha himſelf had led captive into the | 
Midſt of Samaria) : * Wouldit thou ſmite thoſe n 
whom thou haſt taken captive with thy Sword, | 41 
© and with thy Bow? Set Bread and Water be- re 
fore them, that they may eat and drink, and 
go to their Maſter. And he prepared great 
Proviſion for them, and when they had eaten 
and drank, he ſent them away, and they went 
to their Maſter David ſays, * falſe Witneſ- | 
ſes did riſe up, they laid to my Charge Things 
that I knew not. They rewarded me Evil for“ 
Good to the ſpoiling of my Soul. But as for | 
me, when they were Sick, my Cloathing was 
Sackcloth : I humbled my Soul with Failing : 
I behaved myſelt as tho' he had been my Friend, 
or Brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that 
mourneth for his Mother.—< A certain Sa- 
marilan, ſays our Lord' s Parable, * as he; j ur- 
On. ae) ed, 
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of L1IBEKALITY. 9 


© neyed, came where the Jew was, who had 
fallen among T hieves;and when he ſaw him', 
tho' the Jews carried their National Prejudices 
ſo high, as to have no Dealings with the Sama- 
: ritans, nevertheleſs, he had Compaſſion on 


him; and went to him, and bound up his 


Inn, and took Care of him. And on the Mor- 
row, when he departed, he took out Two- 
Pence and gave them to the Holt, and ſaid un- 
to him, take Care of him, and wit ſoever thou 
ſpendeſt more, when I come again, I will re- 
pay thee'.— When Judas came, with an ar- 


med Multitude to betray unto them his Lord 
and Maſter, one of the Diſciples, ſolicitous to 


reſcue Jeſus from their Violence, © ſmote the 


© Servant of the High-Prieit, and cut off his 
e right Ear. And Jeſus an{wered and ſaid, ſuf- 5 


© fer ye thus far. And he touched his Far: and 


| © healed him' (h). 


 Apoltolical Precepts. 
- © diſtributing to the Neceſſity of the Saints, 


4. Scripture with peculiar Emphaſis ſhews | 
us, that our liberal Regards are more 
eſpecially due to the pious Poor. 


For this Purnoſe we have more numerous 
Paul exhorts us to be 


<: given to- Hoſpitality. see, ſays he, that 
© ye abound in this Grace of miniſtring to the 
6 Saints, 


| (a) 2 Kings vi. 22. 23. T. xxxv. 1114, Lale x. 33--35* 
7 | XXII, 50. 51. 


Wounds, pouring-in Oil and Wine, and ſet 
him on his own Beaſt and brought him to an 
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Saints. Perform the doing of it, that as there 
was a Readineſs to will, fo there may be a 
c . alſo out of that which ye have', 
or in! Proportion to what ye have; that now at 
this Time your Abundance may be a Supply 
for their Want; that the ſame might be ready, 
as a Matter of Bounty, and not as of Cove- 
touſneſs. Every Man according as he purpoſeth 
in his Heart, fo let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of Neceſſity.— As we have Opportunity, let 
us do good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them 
who are of the Houſehold of Faith.—And we 
deſire, that every one of you do ſhew the ſame 
Piligence in miniſtring to the Saints*,—He alſo 
particularly fays, honour Widows that arc 
< Widows indeed. Now ſhe that is a Widow 
c indecd, and deſolate, truſteth in God, and 
© contin neck in Supplications and Prayers Nigbt 
and Day', and therefore ſuch ſhould be ho- 
nourably ſupported, as the moſt proper Objects of 
Liberality.— Peter ſpeaks to us as Fellow-Saints, 
© uſe Hoſpitality one to another without grudg— 
ing. As every Man bath received the Gift, 
even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another (i). 
And to theſe Prevents may be N the fol- 
lowing ſacred Char actes iti. — He that 
0 hoſpitably receiveth a righteous M an in the 
Name of a righteous Man; and whoſoever ſhall 
give to drink unto one of Chriſt's little ones, 
a Cup of cold Water only, in the Name of a 
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re | © Diſciple. —A Biſhop muſt be given to Hoſpi- 


2 | © tality ;—muſt be a Lover of Hoſpitality *.— 
„ And a Widow, whom the Church was honou- 
at rably to ſupport, is thus characteriſed, © havin 
ly | © been well reported-of for good Works, if ſhe 
. © have lodged Strangers, if ſhe have waſhed the 
e- © Saints Feet, if ſhe have relieved the afflicted, 
th « if ſhe have diligently followed every good 
y, Work (k). == 

let] It is reafonable to expect, that the New Teſ- 
m] tament will abound with the moſt amiable Ex- 


we amples of Liberality to the pious Poor, and they 
ne) are ſuch as theſe When FJeſus, as he hung on 
liv the Croſs, © faw his Mother, and the Diſciple 
are] * ſtanding by, whom he loved, he ſaith unto his 
Mother, Woman, behold, thy Son. Then ſaith 
nd | © he to the Diſciple, behold, thy Mother. And 


cht © from that Hour that Diſciple took her to his | 
10- < own Home. — The Multitude of them that be- p 
of}. © lieved, among the Primitive Chri/t;ans, were i 
ts, | © of one Heart, and of one Soul; neither ſaid h 
do- | any of them, that ought of the Things which | 


it, { he poſſeſſed, was his own, but they had all 


3 * Things common. Neither was there any among | 
fol- them that lacked; for as many as were Poſſeſ- 
hat | © ſorsof Lands, or Houſes, ſold them, and brought a 
the . © the Prices of the Things that were fold, and | 
ball | laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet, and Diſ- | 
Jes, tribution was made uito every Man according 


fa as he had Need '.—In the Proſpect of a great 
: Deartb, which was divinely foretold, the Diſ- 
| N ciples 
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ciples at Antioch, every Man according to his | 


Ability, determined to ſend Relief unto the 
Brethren which dwelt in Fudea. Which alſo 
they did, and ſent it to the Elders by the Hands 
of Barde and Saul. — ] go unto Jeruſalem, 


ſays Paul, to miniſter unto the Saints. For it 


hath nleaſed them of Macedonia, and Achaia, 
to make a certain Contribution for the poor 


Saints which are at Ferzſalem. I commend un- 


to you Romans, Phœbe our Siſter, that ye receive 


her in the Lord, as becometh Saints, and that 
ye aihſt her in whatſoever Buſineſs ſhe hath | 


Need of you ; for ſhe hath been a Succourer 
of many *,—He ſays to the Corinthians, Bre- 
thren, we inform you of the Grace of God 


beſtowed on the Churches of Macedonid: How | 
that in a great Trial of AMiCtion, the Abun- 


dance of their Joy, and their deep Poverty, 


abounded unto the Riches of their Liberality. 


For to their Power (I bear Record), yea, ard 


beyond their Power, they were willing of them 


ſelves: Praying us with much Intreaty, that we 
would receive the Gift, and take upon us the 
Fellowſhip of the Miniſtring to the Saints”, 


Concerning the Corinthians themſelves, he adds, 


oo 
o 
« 
o 
o 
C 


as touching "the Minift: ring to the Saints, it is 


ſuperfluous for me to write to you. For I know | 
the Forwardneſs of your Mind, for which I | 


boaſt of vou to them of Hlacedouia, that Achaia 
was ready a Lear 2 0, and your Zeal hath 
provoked very manv' And to the Piaite of 


the believing Eli; he mentions their Work 


and 


1 
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and Labour of Love, in that, fays he, ye have 


6 miniſtred to the Saints, and do miniſter. 
And in writing to Philemon, he tells him, © we 
© have great Joy and Conſolation in thy Love, 


© becauſe the Bowels of the Saints are refreſhed 


6 by thee, Brother” (I). 


5. Among the various Objects of our 
Liberality, Scripture takes expreſs 


Notice of thije that miniſter in haly 
Things. 


It is properly an Act of Fuftice, to provide for 
the Maintenance of thoſe that miniſter in holy 
Things. In this View our Lord declares, © th 
« Labourer is worthy of his Hire', [ Luke x. 7. 
And the Apoſtle Paul fully vindicates this View 


of it, both from the Pr rinciples of natural Equity, 


and of divine Conſtitution. [I Or. ix. 6—14.] 
And undoubtediy it may alſo, in many Ca ales, 


| be an Act of Clarity, greater than any we have 
been mentioning ; particularly, when pious and 

laborious Miniſters are very poor; chiefly owing 
to the Incapacity of thoſe to provide better for 
them, whoſe religious Intereſts they more imme- 


diately ſerve. But in general, wherever the Sup- 
port of Miniſters is the mere Reſult of y oluntary 


Contribution, they are properly the Objects, 

8 tho not of a charitable, yet of a piouss Libera- 
© lity', This will appear more convincing, while 
We attend to the Precepts, Character. ifticks and 


2 Examples, 


1 hu wy pa 
(I) Fohn xix. 26; 27. Afs iv. 32, 34% 35. xi, 28-30. 
57 26. Nui. 1, 8. 2 Gor. vi, 7 K N. 1 
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Examples, by which ſuch pious Liberality i is re- 
commended in Scripture. 

The Precepts for this Purpoſe are theſe, —— 
The „ which is within thy Gates, ſhall 
© come, and ſhall eat, and be ſatisfied, I him 
that is taught in the Word, communicate, unto 
him that tea cheth, in all good Thipgs.—Let 
< the Elders that rule well, "be counted worthy 
of double and eſpecially they who labour | 
© in the Word and Doctrine. For the Scripture 
< ſaith, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Cx that 
© treadeth out the Corn; and the Labourer i: |] 
« woithy of his Reward, - We oucht, with Hof- 
c pitalite, to receive ſuch, that we might be Fel- 
< low-Helpers to the Truth' (m). | | 

The CHaracteriſtichs under this Head are what 


Telus immediately dictated. —*He that receiv- |. 


© et}', or hoſpitably entertains, © you', my Mini- 

Ners,— He that recei veth a a Prophet, in ne 

Name of a Prophet', or with a pious Regat 
to the Office he bears (n). 

T' heſe Precepts and Characterifticks are infor- 

ced by numerous Faamples.— HAelchigedect was 

prieſt of the moſt high God, and Abrahar:: 


© cave him Tithes of all the Snoile „which he 


had taken in War.— Facob vowed a Vow unto | 
God, ſaying, of all that thou ſhalt give me, [ 

© will ſurely give the Tenth unto thee”. He 
probably had in his Eye the Example of bis 
Grandfather, and intended in like Manner his 


Tenth | 


(m]) Deut. ſ 29. Cal. vi. 6. 1 T.. Y, I”, 18, 3 Teh 
. 8. (n) Afar X. 4785 4 * 
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Tenth for the Prieſthood of the moſt high God. 
— The Prophet Elijah, in a great Famine, did 
eat many Days with a poor r Widow-Woman, 
at Zarethath, which bel: angeth to Ziden.— 
When Tezebel cut-of the Prophets of the Lord, 
Obadiah which was the Governor of Azad's 
Houſe, took an hundred Prophets, and hid 
them by Fifty in a Cave, and fed chem with 
Bread and Water. A great Woman at Su- 
nem conſtrained the Prophet Eliſa to eat 
Bread, as oft as he paſſed by. And ſhe ſaid 
unto her Huſband, behold, now I perceive 
that this is an holy Man of God which paileti 
by us continually ; let us make him a little 
Chamber, I pray thee, on the Wall, and let 
us ſet for him there a Bed, and a Table, and 
a Stool, and a Candleſtick ; and it ſhall be 
when he cometh to us, that he ſhall turn in 
thither. And he came thither, and he turned 
into the Chamber, and lay there. = And Eſha 
came again to Gilgal, and there was a Dearth 
in the Land, And there came a Man from 
Baal-Staiihi, and brought the Man of God 
Bread of the F! eff Fruits, Twenty Loaves of 
\ Barley, and full Ears of Corn in the Huſk 
thereof (o) 
Beſides the above Examoles of Libera ality to 
thoſe that mini: ler in holy Things, taken out of 
the Oli Teſtament, we have the following in the 
Nero Testament. Certain Women which had 
ö been 
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been healed of evil Spirits and Infirmities, 
Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went 
ſeven Devils; and Joanna the Wife of Chuza 
Herod's Steward; and Suſauna; and many 
others miniſtred to Jeſus of their Subſtance.— 


having an Alabaſter Box of very precious 
Ointment of Spikenard, very coſtly, and pour- 
ed it on his Head, as he ſat at Meat, and a- 
nointed the Feet of Feſus, and wiped his Feet 
with her Hair, and the Houſe was filled with 
the Odour of the Ointment *—Paul ſays of 
Phebe, * ſhe hath been a Succourer of many, 
and of mylelf alſo'. And to the Praiſe of 


c 

4 

« 

c 

(4 

© Mary the Siſter of Lazarus, came unto "Feſus, | |} 
. | 
£ 

o 

o 

C 

. 


Gaius, he ſays, mine Hoſt, and of the whole 


Church'. To the Philippians he ſays of pa- 


phroditus, © your Meſſenger, and he that miniſ- 


© tred to my Wants'.—To the ſame Church he 
appeals, * ye Philippians, know alſo, that in 
the Beginning of the Goſpel, when I departed 


from Macedima, no Church communicated 


with me, as concerning giving and receiving, 
but ye only. For even in Theſſalonica, ye ſent 


once and again unto my Neceſſity'.- He informs 


Timothy thus, concerning Oneſiphorus, © he oft re- 


freſned me, and was not aſhamed of my Chain. 


< But when he was in Rome, he ſought me out 


«© very diligently, and found me. And', he adde, 
© in how many Things he miniſtred unto me at | 
« Epheſus, thou knowelt very well'.— The Apol- | 


tie John allo is not leſs free in his Praiſes of Gary, 
even when writing immediately to him. © Be- 
© Joved, ſays he, thou doeſt faithfully whatfoeve: 
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thou doeſt to the Brethren, and to Strangers, 


© which? exerciſe the Miniſterial Office, and 
| © have borne Witneſs of thy Charity before the 
© Church'(p). | | 


8 
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' erected in the Wilderneſs, © 
call the Congregation of the Children of 7- 


( 


6. Our liberal Regards are alſo, accord- 
ing to the Scripture-Account, due to 
the Places and other Things neceſſary, 
for religious Warjhip), | 


When the Tabernacle of the Lord was to be 
ges ſpake unto 


rael, ſaying, This is the Thing which the 
Lord commanded, ſaying, Take ye from a- 
mongſt you an Offering unto the Lord; who. 
ſoever is of a willing Heart, let him bring it, 
And they came every one whole Heart ſtir- 
red him up, and every one whom his Spirit 
made willing, and they brought the Lord's 
Offering to the Work of the Tabernacle of 
the Congregation, and for all his Service, and 
for the holy Garments. And they ſpake un- 
to Moſes, ſaying, the People bring much more 
than enough, for the Service of the Work, 
which the Lord hath commanded to make. 
And Miſes gave Commandment, and they 
cauſed it to be proclaimed throughout the 
Camp, ſaying, let neither Man nor Woman 
make any more Work for the Offering of the 
Sanctuary: So the People were reſtrained from 

F 4 « bringing, 


p) Luke viii, 2, 3. Jen xii. 3. Aa“. xxvi. 7. Ron xvi. 1, 2, 23. 


5 2, Th 11. 25. iv. 15, 10. 2 Tim, I, 16--13, 3 Jen To bY; 6. 5 
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bringing. For the Stuff they had was ſufficient 
for all the Work to make it, and too much.— 


c Alſo at the Dedication of the Tabernacle, anc 


© the Altar, the Princes of the Tribes of ljrac: 
© brought their Offering before the Lord' (q). 
When the Temple of the Lord was to be built 
at Ferujalem, David the King ſaid unto all the 
© Congregation, I have prepared with all my 


0 Might for the Houſe of my , becauſe T: 


© have ſet my Affection to the uſe of my 
6 God'. And after immenſe Sums were contri- 
buted by Datid himſelf, and alſo by © the chief 
of the Fathers and Princes of the Tribes 0: 
Tſrae!, and the Captains of Thouſands and ot 
Hundreds, with the Rulers over the King's 

Work, who offered willingly; Then the Pec- 
ple rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, 
becauſe with perfect Heart they offered wil- 
lingly to the Lord: And David the King alſo 
rejoiced with great Joy'.—And at the Dedica- 
tion of the Temple, King Solomon, and all the 
Congregation of Iſrael, that were aſſembled 
unto nim, were with him before the Ark, ſa- 
crificing Sheep and Oxen, that could not be 


N 


. Hf. MO 


himſelf offered a Sacrifice of two and Twenty 


Thouſand Sheep *(r). 


When after the Babyloniſb Captivity, the Ten- 
ple at Feruſalem was to be rebuilt, ſome of the 


chief 


Kg) gon XYXV. 435. xxxvi. 6-7. Numb, vii. 1-88 


1 Corn, ü, 14-56, XX1X,  I*=9s 1 Arrgs vüi, 15 


told nor numbered for Multitude; for Solomon 


Thouſand Oxen, and an Hundred and Twent: * 


a a ti of 
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* chief of the Fathers of the Jews, offered freel) 


' for the Houſe of God, to ſet it up in his Place”, 


* 


Even the Kings of Per ſia, firſt Cyrus, and after 


him Darius, and Artaxerxes, gave their ample 


Commiſſions for building the Houſe of the © Lord 
God of Iſrael, which is in Feruſalem', and with 
Royal Munificence contributed themſelves to- 
ward the Expences of it, and encouraged all 
their Subjects to do the ſame.— Artaxerzes alſo 
gave Letters to Nehemiah, to impower him to 
go into Judea, and rebuild the Wall of Feru- 
& /alem, and the City*,—As for reftoring the 
other Things neceſſary for the Worſhip of God, 

Nehemiab tells us, I appointed the Wards of 
the Prieſts and the Levites, every one in his 
* Buſineſs : And for the Wood-Offerings, at 
Times appointed, and for the Firſt-Fruits'.— 
It was for buying Wood, Salt, and other Things 


neceſſary in the Worſhip of the Temple, that 


our Lord © beheld how the People caſt Money 
into the Treatury z and many that were rich 
© caſt in much. And” he particularly obſerved, 
that there came a certain poor Widow, and 
« ſhe threw in two Mites, Which make a Far- 
« thing (s). 

We may conclude with a ſingular Inſtance of 
the liberal Erecting an inferior Place of Wor- 
ſhip.—< At Capernaum a certain Centurion's Ser- 
© vant, who was dear unto him, was ſick and 
8 ready to die. And when he heard of Ji, he 

© ſent 


(s) Fzra, 11. 68. i. T--1I ; vi. 1271. | vii. 1226. Neb, TR Nd 
7=*% xili. 30 31. Mark Xll, 41, 42. 8 
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* ſent unto him the Elders of the Jews, beſeech- 


XR * 


vant. And when they came to Jeſus, they 
beſought him inſtantly, ſaying, That he wa: 
worthy for whom he ſhould do this. For he 


* 


* 


Sy nagogue (t). 

Such is the diſtinct and comprehenſive, the 
endearing and intereſting Manner, in which 
Scripture repreſents to us the various Objects of 
Liberality, and thoſe Regards to them, which 


are ſo worthy of every rational, pious and gene- 
TOUS Mind, 


Secondo h, © We are now to ſurvey the 
« aweful Account Scripture gives us 


% of the Conſequences of not regarding 
« the Objects of Liberality”. 


Theſe Conſequences may not improperly be 
comprized under the Heads of—Impiety,—Infa- 
my, — and n both in the preſent World, 
—and i in the World to come. 


1. Scripture abundantly Hows us, that 
to withhold the Regards due to the 
Objects of Liberality, is 7mprous. 


Surely this Impiety is painted in its proper 
Colours in the following Repreſentations, —*< The 
« Wicked in his Pride doth perſecute the Poor. 


His 1 yes 3 are privily ſet againit the Poor. He 


« lieth | 


(t) Luke vii. 1-5. 


ing him that he would come and heal his Ser- 


loveth our Nation, and he hath built us 24 


DW I Nnmß IR ES 2 We ws Tr a 1 IE. EE. LL 


—— 


hs „% $i. nk &4* od @% 


E 
1 


er 
** 
I's 
le 
h 


K 9A. 6. 


of LIBERALITY. 7I 


© lieth in Wait ſecretly as a Lion in his Den : 


He lieth in Wait to catch the Poor: He doth. 
catch the Poor, when he draweth him into 
his Net. He that oppreſſeth the Poor, reproa- 
cheth his Maker. Whoſo mocketh the Poor, 
reproacheth his Maker. — The Wicked regar- 
deth not to know the Cauſe of the Poor. —If 
thou ſeeſt the Oppreſſion of the Poor, and vi- 
olent perverting of Judgment and Juſtice in a 
Province, marvel not at the Matter: For he 
that is higher than the higheſt regardeth, and 
there be higher than they. —The King {hall 
ſay unto them on the left Hand, inalmmen as 
ye did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye 
did it not to me. lf any provide not for his 
own poor Relations, and eipecially for thoſe 
of his own Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, 

and is worſe than an infidel.—Whoſo hath 
this World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have 
Need, and ſnutteth up his Bowels of Compaſ- 
ſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God 


in him” (u)? 


See what wieiched Examples of this Kind of 


Impiety are mentioned in Scripture.—By 7/aiah 


the Lord teſtifies againſt the Princes of Iftael, 


+ © 


8. Mat, XXV, Al; 45. 12am." v. 8. 1 SOON uu, I7, 


they judge not the Fatherleſs, neither doth the 
Cauſe of the: Widow come unto them. Re 
hold”, faith the Lord by Ezexiet to Fer uſalem, 
this was the Iniquity of thy Siſter Sedom, nei- 
ther did ſhe Arengrhen the Hand of the Poor 


© and 


(u) P/. . 2, 8, 9. Provi. Xive 3 1. vii, f, Kix, 7. Eccliſ. v. 


/ 
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© and Needy.—Behold, the Princes of Virael in 
© thee have vexed the Fatherleſs and the Widow. 
Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts' to the Few; 
by Zechariah, © ſaying, execute true Judgement, 


and ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion every Man | 
to his Brother. And oppreſs not the Widow, 
nor the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, nor the Poor, | 


But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away 


as an Adamant-Stone, leſt they ſhculd hear 


K @ W a4 


concerning the right Uſe of Riches, Luke ob- 
ſerves, that the Phariſees, who were covetous, 


© heard all theſe Things; and they derided him, 


© _—_A Widow”, ſays our Lord, came unto a| 


© Judge, which feared not God, neither regar- 
© ded Man, ſaying, Avenge me of mine Ad- 
c yerſary. And he would not'.— The Apoſtle 


James reproves Chriſtians for their Partiality to 


the Rich in their Aſſemblies, and ſolemnly 


charges it upon them, but ye have deſpiſed 


© the Poor'(w). 


2. We are alſo taught by Scripture to 
conſider it as infamous, to withhoid 
the Regards due to the Objects of Li- 
berality. 


Juſtly do the ſacred Writers Chara#teriſe this 


Infamy in Terms of the moſt aggravating Nature. 
. The 


(w) Hai. i. 23. Ez, Xvi. 40. xxii. 6, . Zecl. vii, 912, 
| Like xvi, 14. xvill, 2-4. Far il, 6, | 


the Law',—When Chri/? had been ſpeaking | 


the Shoulder, and ſtopped their Ears, that they | | 
ſhould not hear. Yea, they made their Heart 
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The Wicked bleſſeth the Covetous, whom the 
Lord abhorreth —For the Oppreſſion of the 
Poor, for the Sighing of the Needy, now will 
I ariſe, ſaith the Lord, Iwill ſet him in Safe: * 
from him that puſfeth at him.— The Sloth- 
ful coveteth greedily all the Day long. 
He that hideth his Eyes from the Poor, ſnall 
have many a Curſe.— There is a Generation 
whoſe "Teeth are as Swords, and their Jaw- 
Teeth as Knives, to devour the Poor from off 
the Earth, and the Needy from among Men, -- 
The vile Perfon will make empty the Soul of 
the Hungry, and he will cauſe the Drink of the 
Thirſty to fail. The Inſtruments alſo of the 
Churl are evil, he deviſeth wicked Devices to 
deftroy the Poor with lying Words, even when 
the Needy ſpeaketh right? —Paul writes to the 
Corinthian, not to keep Company, i: any Man 
that is called a Brother be covetous, cr an Ex- 
tortioner, with ſuch a one no not to eat. And 
to the Epheſians he ſays of Covetout nels, let it 
not be once named amo: az{t you, as becometix 
 Saints',—tHe ſolemnly appeals to the Theatrui- 
aus, neither at any Time uſed we a Cloke of 
Covetouſneſs, God is Witneſs'.—He deſcribes 
to Timotiꝶ t! theſe Qualiacations of a Billop, © nat 
« greedy of filthz Lucre, not Covetous. Like- 
wiſe he lays of the Deacons, they muſt not 
© be greedy of nlihy Lucre'.—And as if he could 
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not enough load A-ovyetoutnels with Infamy, in 


Reference to a ſacred Office, he ſays the ſame 
to Tilus, a Bit 30D muſt not be given to filt thy 


(7 Lucre. 
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© Lucre.—See how Peter urges the ſame Sen- 
timent, when he ſays, The Elders, 1 ex- 
hort, who am alſo an Elder, feed the Flock of 
© God, not for filthy Lacks, but of a ready 
c Mind 

Beſides theſe general Marks of Infamy, neglec- 
ting the Objects of Liberality i is, if poſſi ble, yet 
more contemptuouſly treated in the following 
particular Examples. When the Neccſſities of 


Dadid and his Men could make no Impreſſion 


on Nabal, it is remarked concerning him, © the 
Nan was churliſh and evil in his Doings. He 


© is ſuch a Son of Peclial that a Man cannot 


© ſpeak to him; As his Name is, ſo is he: Na- 


© bal is his Name, and Folly is with him'.—The_ 


covetous and oppreſſive Nobles and Rulers of the 
* „ being rebuked by Nehemiah, © held their 
T Peace, and found Nothing to anſwer' —ljraet, 
for Covetouſneſs and Opprefſion, are thus ad- 
dreſſed by the Prophet Ames, as Brutes, and not 
Men; Hear this Word, ye Kine of Bahar, 
< that are in the Mountain of Samara, which 
© opprefs the Poor, which cruſh the Needy.— 
Thou e as the Prophet Oadiab upbraids 
him, ſhouideft not have looked on the Day of 
< thy Brother Ju, in the Day that he became 


a Stranger: neither ſhouldeſt thou have rejoiced 


« over the Children of Ju in the Day of their 


6 Deſtruction; neither ſhouldeſt thou have ſbo— 
: $ ken 


(*) Pt, X. Jo X11, To Proc: xx1, 25, 26. XXViii. 27. 
XXX; 14, Teo," wxxtic 6; 9% 1 Cor VT Fftefe v4.46 17 


4 beſt. ii. 5. 1 Jui, 111. <5 J: 8. 7 Its l, 7 1 Vet. V. I, 25 
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ken proudly in the Day of their Diſtreſs. Thou 
ſhouldeſt not have entered into the Gate of my 
People in the Day of their Calamity; yea, thou 
ſhouldeſt not have looked on their Affliction in 
the Day of their Calamity, nor have laid Hands 
on their Subſtance in the Day of their Cala- 
mity.— The Chaldean' ſays Habaltuk, * enlar- 
geth his Deſire as Hell, and is as Death; and 
cannot be ſatisfied, but gathereth unto him all 
Nations, and heapeth unto him all People: 
Shall not all theie take up a Parable againſt 
him, and a taunting Proverb againſt him, and 
ſay, Wo to him that increaſeth that which is 
not his: How | ong ? and to him that loadeth 
himſelf with thick Clay. Shall not they rife 
up ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee, and awake that 
ſhall vex thee, and thou thalt be for Bootics 
unto them? Wo to him that coveteth an evil 
Covetouſneſs to his Houle, that he may ſet his 
Neſt on high, that he may be de livered from 
the Power of Evi |. —Fudas 2 Which 
{hould betray Chriſt, when he taw Mary pour 
the precious 5 ment on her A aech aſked, 
why was not this Ointme ent ſold for three 
Hundred Pence, and given to the Poor? This 
in ſaid', the Evangeliit obſerves, * not that he 

red for the Poor: But becauſe he was a 
Thief, and had the Bag, and bare what was 
put therein. — A certain Prieſt and likewiſe a 
Leviie', ſays the Parable of the good Sama- 
i an, came and looked on the Man fallen a- 
* mong Thieves, and paſted by on the other 
G | Side. 
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76 The Scripiure- Account 
© Side.-- Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall 


© be required of thee” „God is repreſented in a- 
nother Parable, as ſaying to a rich Man, who 
was for © pulling down his Barns to build grea- 
© ter, only to eat, drink, and to be merr 
Whence our Lord infers, * ſo fooliſh is he that 
* layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and 1s not rich 
towards God. —Ye are they”, ſays Chriſt to 
the covetous Phariſees, * which juſtifie yourſelves 
© before Men, but God knoweth your Hearts ; 
for that which is highly eſteemed amongtt 
Men, is Abomination in the Sight of God”. 
—And when he bid the People beware of the 
Scribes, he gave this Reaſon, that they © devour 
© Widows Houſes, and for a Pretence make long 
< Prayers',—ToPerions of like hateful Characters 
the Apoſtle refers, when he ſays, * There are 
many unruly and vain Talkers. and Decei- 


* vers, Who fubvert whole Houſes, teaching 


« Thins which they oug gnt not, for filt Ichy Lucre's 


5 Sake (5). 


3. Scripture 3 fhewn us, that! 
we neglect the Obj ects of Liber en 
it will expoſe us to ler in tie pre- 


ſent Vor Il. 


See how this Miſery is expreſſed in many di- 


vine Threatnings.—“ If thou aMict the W . 


F and Fathetleis in any wiſe, and they cry at all 
unto 
fy) Fam. xxv. 3, 17, 2 25. Neb. v. 8. Amos iv. I. 

Ofad. ©, 12, 13. Hab. Ts Jehn xii. 4 5. Luke X. 
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unto me, I will ſurely hear their Cry; and my 
Wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will kill you with 
the Sword, and your Wives ſhall be bares 


and your Children Fatherleſs.—If', favs 7%, 


I have lift up mine Hand againſt the Father- 
leſs: Then let mine Arm fall from my Shoul- 
der-Blade, and mine Arm be broken from the 
Bone. For Deſtruction from God was a Ter- 
ror to me; and by Reaſon of his Highneſs I 
could not endure'. - Solomon declares, * 50 
are the Ways of every one that 15 greedy of 
Gain; which taketh away the Life of the Ow- 
ners thereof. There is that withholdeth more 
than is meet; but it tendeth to Poverty. Whoſo 
{toppeth his Ears at the Cry of the Poor, be al- 
ſo ſhall cry himſelf, and ſhall not be heard. He 
that oppreſſeth the Poor to increaſe his Riches, 
ſhall ſurely come to Want. Rob not the Poor, 
becauſe he is poor; neither oppreſs the aflic- 
ted in the Gate: For the Lord will plead their 
Cauſe, and ſpoil the Soul of thoſe that ſpoiled 


them. He that haſteth to be rich, hath an evil 


Eye, and conſidereth not that Poverty {hatl 


come upon him.— The Lord”, ſays Thiah, 
will enter into Judgment with the Ancients of 
his People, and the 5 8 thereof; for ye 


have eaten up 3 rk he ; the Spoil of the 


8 is in your Hou! M* hat mean yc that 
e beat my People © 0 6 es, and grind the 


Fates of the Poor i ? ſaith the Lord God of 
Hoſts. Wo unto them that decree unrichteous 


Decrees, and that write Grievouſnels, which 
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ach oppreſſed the Poor and Needy, Sc, he | 


= 


a 


they have preſcribed ; to turn aſide the Needy 
from Judgment, and to take away the Right 
from the Poor of my People, that Widow: 
may be their Prey, and that they may rob the 
Fatherleſs. Without me they ſhall bow down 


under the Priſoners, and they ſhall fall under 
the ſlain.— As a Cage is full of Birds”, ſays Je- 


remiab, * fo are their Houſes full of Deceit; there- 


fore they are become great, and waxen rich; 
they are waxen fat, they fhine ; Yeh; they 
overpaſs the Deeds of the Wicked; they judge 
not the Cauſe, the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, ye! 
they proiper ; and the Right of the Needy do 


they not judze. Shall I not viſit ſor theſe 
Things ? ſaith the Lord ; ſhail not my Soul 


be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Their 
Houſes 5 al; be turned unto others, with their 
Fields and Wives together; for I will ſtretch 
out my it and upon the Inhabitants of the 


Lan 4b the Lord : For from the leaſt of 


them even unto the greateſt of them, every one 
is given to Covetouinels ; and from the Pro- 
phet even unto the Prieſt, every one dealeth 
my The Lord declares, by Ezekiel, he 

hat hath done all theſe ee, , that is, 


hall ſurely die, his Blood ſhall be upon him. 
) 9 

— Thus ſaith the Lord”, by Amas, © For three 

Trancreflions of TVHael, and for four I will not 
4 1 4; 7 

turn away the PFuniſmhment thereof; becauſe 
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they (eld the Righteous for Silver, ,and the Car 
for-a Pair of Shoes: 
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they lay themſelves down upon Cloathes laid to 
pledge, by every Altar, and they definite the 
Wine of the condemned in the Houſe of their 
God. Foraſmuch therefore as your Treading: 
is upon the Poor, and ye take from him Bur- 
thens of Wheat, ye have built Kone of hewen 
Stone, but ye {hall not dwell in them, ve have 
planted pleaſant Vineyards, but ye hall not 
drink Wine of them: For I know your mani- 
fold Tranſgreſſions, and your mighty Sins; 
they atflict the Juſt, they take a Brive, and 
they turn aſide the Poor in the Gate from their 
Right. Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the 
Needy, even to make the Poor of the Land to 
fail; ſaying, When will the New. Moon be 
gone, that we may ſell Corn, and the Sabbath, 

that we may ſet forth Wheat, making the 
Ephah ſmall, and the Shekel great, and falliſy- 

ing the Balances by Deceit? That we may buy 
the Poor for Silver, and the Needy for a Pair of 
Shoes; yea, and fell the Refuſe of the Wheat ? 


A 


The Lord hath ſworn by the Excellency of 


Jacob, ſurely I will never forget any of their 
Works. Shall not the Land tremble for this, 
and every one mourn that dwziteth therein”? 
—And ſays the Apo/tle Paul, they that will be 
rich, fall into Temptation, an] a Snare, and 
© into many fooliſh and hurtful Lufs, which 
* drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition' (2). 


8 4. Let 

(z) Ex. xxif. 23, 24. 760 xxxi. 21-2. Prov. i. 19. xi. 
5 — — » a» +0 

Ki. 13. i. 16, 2 11. Xvi. 22. Jh. iii. 14, 
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Let us now ſee how divine T hreatnings ct 
Temporal Calamities have been executed.-- | 
According unto the Word of the Lord which 4 
© he ipake by Elijah, the _ licked the Bloc | 
© of King Ahab, in the Place where Dogs lickcd 
the Blood of Nabeth', whoſe Field he covetc! | 
and poilefled. Allo his Son Joram was cat! 
into the Portion of the Field of Nabsth Aitg |. 
in the Portion of 7ezreel did Dogs eat the Fleſh | _. 
© of Jezebel', who contrived the Death of Nb | ful 
for the ſake of his Field. The Lord ſays con- 0 
cerning Judah, by T/aiah, For the Iniquity of 4 * 
6 his Covetouſneſs was 1 wroth, and {mote him; l 
J hid me, and was wroth' * zehiel declares,, 
The People of the Land of Judah have uſed [4 * 
Oppreſſion, and exerciſed Robbery, and have | © 
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vexed the Poor and Needy ; yea, they have | 
oppretled the Stranger wrongfully. Therefore 
have I poured out mine Indignation upon them, 
I have conſumed them with the Fire of my | _ 
Wrath ; their own Way have I recompenied EG 
upon their Heads, ſaith the Lord God'.—Of © 
Babylon the Lord ſpeaks by Feremiab, O thorn 3 
« that dwellc!: upon many Waters, abundant in | * 
< Treaſures ; thine End is come, and the Mea- tl 
© ſire of thy Covetoulneſs',—The ſacred Iliſto- | * 
rian tells us of 'Fudas the Travtor, this Man | © 
« purchaſed a Field with the Reward of iniquitv, Ie 
and falling Head long he burit aſunder in tlie Þ © 
Midſt, and all his Bowels gifted ovr'—Alfo 
the Apoſtle Paul teſtifies, that the Love of 
Money is the Root of all Exil; which wh'!? 
q IE lom? 
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. | | © ſome coveted after, they have erred from the 


Faith, and pierced themſelves thro' with many 
: © Sorrows (a). 


4. Scripture alſo as clearly ſhews us, that 
the final Conſequence of neglecting 
the Objects of Liberality, will be Ui 
ſery in the World to come, 


For this Purpoſe we have the following awe- 
ful Threatnings, - By #Aa/ach!, the Lord declares, 
J will come near © you to Judgment, and I will 
be a ſwift Witneſs againſt thoſe that oppreſs the 
Hireling in his Wages, the Widow, and the 
Fatherleſs, and that turn aſide the Stranger 
from his Right, and fear not me, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts" = Ohrif ſays, Wo unto you 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; ; for ye de- 
vour Widows Houſes, and for a Pretence 
make long Prayers ; therefore ye {hall receive 
the greater Damnation'. Paul appeals to the 
Cor en * Know ye not that the unrighteous 
„ ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God? "Be not 
© deceived, neither Covetous. nor Extortioners, 
© ſhall hors the Kingdom of God'.—And to 
the Epheſiaus, This ye know, that no covetous 
0 Man, who is an Idolater, hath any Inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Chi, and of God',—He 
exhorts the Coloſſians, « Mortify your Members 
« which arc upon the Earth, evil Concupiſcence 

and 
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(a) 1 Kings xxi. 1710 23. Xxii. 38. 2 Kings ir. 25, 26, 35, 36. 
Hai, lvii. 17. Exel. xrii, 29; 31. Jer, II. 13. An 18. 


1 Tim. vi. 10. 
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ives of the folemn, intereſting Proceſs of 
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© and Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry : For 
< which Things fake, the Wrath of God com- 
© eth on the Children of Diſobedience*.—F he 
Apoſtle James declares, * He ſhall have Judg- 
that hath ſhewed no 
« Mercy'.—And, with particular Solemnity, he 


adds, * Go to nov, ye rich Men, weep and | 
howl for your Xliſeries that ſhall come upon 


you. Your Riches are corrupted, and your 
Garments are Moth-eaten. Your Gold and Sil- 
ver is cankered ; and the Ruſt of them ſhall be 
a Witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your Fleſh 
as It were Fire ; ye have heaped Treaſure to- 
gether for the laſt Days, Behold the Hire ci 
the Labourers, which have reaped down your 
Fields, which is of you kept back by Fraud, 
crieth; and the Cries of them which have 
reaped, are entered into the Ears of the Lord 
of Saboath or Hoſts. Ye have lived in Pleaſure 


riſhed your Hearts, as in a Day of Slaughter, 
Ye have condemned and killed the ju, and 


© he doth not reſiſt you ? (b). 


We mult be convinced, that ſuch Threatning 


as theſe will be dreadfully executed in the eternal 
World, if we attend to tne Account which our 


the laſt Judgment. —* Then ſhall the King ſay 
© unto them on the left Hand, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 


the 


(b) Mal, iii. . Mit. xxiii. 14. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Eb. v. 5. 
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the Devil and his Angels: For I was an hun- 
gred, and ye gave me no Meer; ] was thirſty, 
and ye gave me no Drink; I was a Stranger, 


thed me not; fick, and in Priſon, and ye viſt 
ted me not. Then ſhall they anſwer him, ſay- 
ing, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, 
or athirſt, or a Stranger, or naked, or jic K. or 


Then ſhall he anſwer them, ſaying, verily TI 


La 


of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to we, And 
« theſe ſhall go away into everiaſting Puniſh- 
ment: But the Righteous into Lite cternal'(c). 
Ihus far it appears, from the 8 Scripture— Ac- 


count of © the Objects of Liberality, the Re- 
„ gards due to them „ and the Contequences of 
not regarding them”, that every Circumſtance 
contained therein affords a real Aręumen it for 

Liberality. Nevertheleſs we are, under another 


Head, to take, 


55 7 po. . | 
Thiraiv, “ A View of the particular M- 
„ tives by which Scripture urges us to 
cc regard the O bjects of Liberality“. 


Among the vaſt Variety of ſuch Scripture-Mo— 


tives, there are—ſome, which relate to Happincis 
in gener al,. — others, that more particularly belong 
to Temporal Blzii: nos, —others, to Spiritual and 
Eternal Happinctz,—and : allo others, of a diffe- 


6 rent 


c) Mat. xxv. 41.-46. 


and ye took me not in; naked: and ye Ccloa- 


in Priſon, and did not miniſter unto thee ?. 


ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it not to one 
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rent Nature, which are more properly an Addre! 
to the Principles of Self-denying Duty, pious 
Gratitude, ardent Zeal, and diſintereſted Bene: 
volence, 


1. We are excited to Liberality by Scrip- 
ture- Promiſes of Happineſs i in general, 


This is the obvious Deſign of the following 


Paſſages.—“ The merciful Man doeth Good tv 
his own Sou}l,—He that hath Mercy on the 
Poor, ] app y is he.—He that hath a bountifi 
Eye ſhall be bleſſed.— Break-off thy Sins by 
Nehren ee and thine Iniquities by ſhewin: 
Mercy to the Poor, if it may be a Lengthen- 
ing of thy Tranquility. — Thy Father which 
ſceth thine Alms in Secret, himfelf ſhall re- 


GA. 00-0 


than to receive” (d). 


5 Scripture excites us to Liberality by 
Promiſes, that more particularly be- 


long to Ten poral Bleſſin gs. 
Do we deſire the Bleſſing of Ced upon all cu. 


Secular Labours ard [AFM ? For this ver; 
Purpoſe we have many Fromifes.—* Thou ſha! 
© ſurely give thy poor Brother, and thine Heart 


ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt unto 


him, becaule that for this Thing the Lord thy | 


God ſhall bleſs thee | in all thy Works, and! in 


d) Prov. xi. 17. Xv. 21. Xii. 9. Dan, iv. 27. Mi. 
Pl, 4 A XX. 33. 


ward thee openly. —lt is more biciled to give | 


. M 0 0. , v M0606 TM REES 


of LrBERALITY., 85 


all that thou putteſt thine Hand unto, Ho- 
nour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with 


the Firſt -Fruits of all thine Increaſe : So ſhall 


thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes 


ſhall burſt out with new Wine.——There is that 


ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth. The liberal Soul 


ſhall be made fat; and he that watereth ſhall 


be watered alſo himſelf. —He that giveth unto 


the Poor ſhall not lacx.— The King, that faith- 
fully judgeth the Poor, his Throne ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed for ever, —Caſt thy Bread upon the 
Waters; for thou ſhalt find it after many Days. 

—Þring ye all the Tithes into the Store- 
Houſe, that there may be Meat in mine Houſe, 
and prove me now herewith, faith the Lord of 
Hoſts, if I will not open you the Windows 
of Heaven, and pour you out a Bleſſing, that 
there ſhall not be Room enough to receive it. 
And I will rebuke the Devourer for your Sakes, 
and he ſhall not deſtroy the Fruits of your 


Ground; neither ſhall your Vine caſt her Fruit 
before the Time in the Field, ſaith the Lord 


of Hoſts. —Give, and it ſhall be given unto 
you; good Meaſure, prefled down, and ſhaken 


together, and runni ing over, ſhall Men give 


into your Boſom; for with the ſame Meafure 
that ye mete withall, it ſhall be meaſured to 
you again — He that had gathered much Man- 


na, had Nothing over; and he that had ga- 
thered little, had no Lack. —He which ſow- 


eth ſparingly, ſhall reap al io ſparingly; and 
he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 


bount ifullv. And God is able to make all Grace 
H | © 40 
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< to abound towards you; that ye always having 
* Allfufficiency in all Things, may abound to 
© every good Work, Now he that miniſtreth 
£ Seed to the Sower, both miniſter Bread for 
© your Food, and multiply your Seed ſown, 
and increale the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs, 
© I am full', ſays Paul to the Philippians, ha- 
© ving received the Things which were ſent 
from you ; but my God ſhall ſupply all your 
Need, 85 to his Riches in Glory by 
Chriſt Feſus* ( ). 

re We 7 that cur Temporal Enjoyments 
ay have n ſecret Curſe mingled with them? In 


PY 


EP 


this View it is declared, Ve looked for much, 


and lo it came to little; and when ye brought 
* it Home, I did blow upon it: Why? faith the 


© Lord of Hoſts: Becauſe of mine Houſe that is 


« waſte, and ve run every Man unto his own 
6 Houſe. Give Alms of ſuch Things as ye 
© have”, or, in Proportion to what ye have; and 
* behold, all I hings are clean unto you', ſo that 


you may uſe them with Comfort (f). 


Nguld we late Support under our IVerld! y 
Troubles, and jeaſorable Deliverance out of ihem 
« Blefled is he that conſidereth the Poor, the 
Lord will deliver him in Time of Trouble. 
The Lord will preferve him, and keep him 


© alive, and he fhall be bleſied upon the Earth, 
+ and thou wilt not deliver him into the Will of 


& 18 
Bis 

(e) Peut. xv. io. Prov. fil. e, 10. xl. 24, 28. XVII. 27. 
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his Enemies. The Lord will ſtrengthen him 
all his Bed in his Sickneſs. If thou draw-out 


Soul ; then ſhall thy Light break forth as the 
Morning, and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth 
ſpeedily; and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before 
thee, and the Glory of the Lord ſhall be thy 
Rereward : Then ſhall thy Light riſe in Ob- 
fcurity, and thy Darknet be as the Noon- 
Day: And the Lord ſhall guide thee continu- 

ally, and ſatisfy thy Soul in Drought, and 
make fat thy Bones; and thou ſhalt be like a 
watered Garden, and like a Spring ot Water, 
whoſe Waters fail not (g). 

[ould we have cur Minds in a frofpeared Pofiure 
for the calamitous Events, ts 20 185 20 Are u,, 


4a 


** 


| 1 in this uncei tain IVarid ?-—+ He thall not be 

afraid of evil #30 ngs; his Bear is iised, truf- 

© ting in the Lord: His Heart '3 eſtabliſted, he 
ſperſeil. he! 


fall not be aid He hath diſpe. 
given to the Poor. Give a Portion 
And alſo to Eight; for thou knowe!l 
* Evil ſhail be upon the Earily (h). 
Are we d:firous to entail the Bliſſtug of diviue 
Providence uton our Of ping? * 1 have been 
* young”, ſays David, and now am old; yet 
© have 1 not ſee en the Righteous. forſaken, nor 


* his Seed begging Bread. He is ever Merciful, 
and lendeth, and his Seed is ble tied” (i). 


73 
— 
- * 
21 


N . Are 


(a) Pf. xl, 805 Wah 8. 10, 11. (h) P/. exit. 7. 
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upon the Bed of Languiſhing: Thou wilt make 


thy Soul to the hungry, and fatisfy the afflicted 
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Are we concerned that our Names may live, whet! 
ie are dead © Nothing will be ſo likely to pro- 
cure this alſo for us, as Liberality. Our Lord 
declares concerning Mary, and her Box of Oint- 
ment, © Verily I ſay unto you, whereſoever this 
© Goſpel ſhall be preached in the whole World, 
there ſhall alſo this, that this Woman hath 
done, be told for a Memorial of her, —All the 
Widoves ſtood by Peter weeping, and ſhewing 


& 6 * 


0 


dead, made while the was with them” (K). 


We are alſo excited to Liberality by 
many great and precious Promiſes, 
that more immediately relate to our 


Spiritual and Eternal Happineſs. 


Are we ambiticus to mate thiſe tur Friends, 
ithoje Friendſhip will be mf val ua, bath in 4 in 
and dens” ©] hen Jet us lay to Eeart ihe 
following Scriptures. — 7b teſtifies, „the Blef- 
«fm 2 of him that was ready to periſn came upon 
me. Solemem ſays, let not Me: cy and Truth 
* forſake thee: Bind them about thy Neck, write 
them upon the Table of thine Heart. So ſhalt 


* thou hnd Favour, and good Underſtanding in the 


Sight of God and Man,—Make to your ſe Ives 


* Friends', ſays Jeſus, of the Mammon of 


* Unrighteouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they 


may receive you into everlaſting Habitations' 


— Paul argues that © the Adminiſtration of this 
charitable Service, not only ſupplieth - the 
Wants 


(k) Mat. xxvi. 13. Ads ix. 39. 


the Coats and Garments, which Dorcas, then 
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Wants of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by 
their Pr Wer for you, which long after you far 
© the exceeding Grace of God in you ' —He al- 
fo fays, Be not forgetful to entertain Strangers, 
« for thereby ſome have entertained Angels un- 
© awares (J). 

Are wwe deſirous ahete all Things to do that which 
is pleaſing in the Sig't of God? We have great 
Aſſurance given us, that Liberality will be ſo. 
— Tf the Man be poor, thou ſhalt not ſleep with 
his Pledge: In any Caſe thou ſhalt deliver him 
the Pledge again, when the Sun goeth down, 
that he may ſleep in his own Raiment, and 
bleſs thee : And it ſhall be Righ ben unto 
thee before the Lord thy God. — With the 
Merciful Thou wilt ſhew "thy ſelf merciful. — 
Bleſſed are the Merciful ; for they ſhall obtain 
Mercy.—Cornelins ſaw in a Viſion evidently, 

about the Ninth Hour of the Day, an Anzd 
of God coming in to him, and faying unto 
him, thy Prayers and thine Alms are come up 
for a Memorial before God'.—Parl pleads, 
if there be firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted 
according to that a Man hath, and not accor- 
ding to that he ha th not. Every Man accor- 
ding a as he purpoſeth in his Heart, fo let hi:n 
give; not grudgt naly, or of Neceſſity ; for 
God Joveth a chearful Giver, —te tiles the 
Things which were ſent him from the Philip 
bar. „ an Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sac riſice 
1 Acceptable 
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© acceptable, well-pleaſing to God”. 
rects, if any Widow, in neceſfitous Circum+- 
ſtances, © have Children, or Nephews, let them 


learn firlt to ſhew Piety at Home, and to re- 
© quite their Parents; for that is good and ac- | 


© ceptable before God'.—He alto exhorts, © to 
© do good, and to communicate, forget not, for 
< with ſuch Sacrinces God is well- ple eaſed” (m). 


II cillil we have the Bliſed God gracicuſiy geen 


Laniſelf our Deltan? Attend to his own Will in 
this Matter.“ He that hath Pity upon the Poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he hath 


* given, will He pay him azain,—Whoſoever 


© ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little ones, 
my Diſciples, a Cup of cold Water only, in 

* the Name of a Diſciple, verily I ſay unto you, 
* he ſhall in no wile loſe his Reward' (n). 


I? ould we have the Truth and Paithfulneſs of 


(rod engaged to do us G; Know then that— 
Go is not unrighteous, to forget your Work 
and Labor of Love, which ye have ſhewed to- 
ward his Name, in that ye have miniſtred to 


the Saints, and do miniſter *(o). 
15 it deſirable ta have cur Prayers heard and an- 
fecred -e If thou deal thy Bread to the hun- 
© ery ; then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall 


* anſwer; thou ſhalt cry, a and he ſhall ſay, Here 
£ ] am*.—Thcrefore Nehemiab was enabled to 
plead in Prayer, * Think upon me, my God, 
« tor Good, according to all that I have done for 
6 this 

Im] Dent, xxiv. 12, 13. Ff. xvili. 25. Mal. v. 7. Acts x, 


3, . 2 Cori vin, 12. . 7 Phil. w. 18. 1 Tem. v. 4, 110. 
Xiti, ©, (n) Prov. xx. 17. Mal, x. 42. (v) e. v1, 10 


-— He di- | 
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this impoveriſhed People.. And again, Re- 


member me, O my God, for Good (p). 
Once more let us alk, I it important ti he libe- 


© ral, if that will contribute to clear-up the Evidences 


| of our final Acceptance and Salvation? The follow- 


Ing Scriptures will, in this View, abundantly 


A 
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convince us of the nknſts Importance of Libera- 


ty. — A good Man © hath diſperſed, he hath 


e 


given to the Poor; his Righteouſneſs endureth 
for ever; his Horn ſhall be exalted with Hon- 
our. —Sell that ye have, and give Alms ; pro- 
vide yourſelves Bags which wax not old, a 
Treaſure in the Heavens that faileth not; 
where no Thief approacheth, neither Moth 
corrupteth.--When thou makeſta Feaſt, call the 
Poor, the Mlaimed, the Lame, the Blind; and 
thou ſhalt be bleſſed: For they cannot recom- 
penſe thee : For thou ſhalt be recompenſed at 
the Reſurre tion of the Juſt. Let him that is 
taught in the Word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth in al} good Ihings. For he that 
ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 
Corruption : But he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting, And 


let us not be weary in well-doing: For in due 


Seaſon ve {hall reaps if we faint not' . Paul 
tells the Philippians, $ 2 ſent once and again unto 


my Neceſſity. Not becauſe I deiire a Gift; but 


I defire Fruit that may abound to your we" 


© count'.— He initriucts Timsthy to © char ge the 


© that are rich in this World, that they do G- od. 
H 4 1 that 


(r Tj:1, WWII, *. 0 Neeb. V. 19. X111. 31. 


Thy 90 1þplure- Acooant 


Wo 

© that they be rich in good Works, ready to dif- 
« tribute, willing to communicate; laying- up 
© Store for themſelves a good Foundation Arnim 
© the I ime to come, that they may lay hold on 
© eternal Life',—He pravs, The Lord giv? 
* Mercy unto the Houſe of the liberal One/p22- 
* rus, The Lord grant unto him that he may 
find Mercy of the Lord in that Day',—He 
writes to the Hebrews, we delire, that every 
one of you do ſhew the ſame Diligence, in 
« miniſtring to the Saints, to the full Aſſurance 
© of Hope unto the End*.— For the Conſolation 
of the Church in Thyatira the Lord Jeſus him- 


abound in this Grace, we are aſſured, will have 
it ſaid to them by their Lord, to their eternal 
JOY» Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
iþ Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda- 
ly tion of the World: For I was an hungred, 

* and ye gave me Meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
"8 * gave me Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye 


ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in Priſon, and 
ye came unto me. Verily I ſay unto you, in- 
aſmuch as ye have done jt unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 


me (q). 


. To ORE. , E. .- 


4. Beſides 


EX, 9. Laube xii. 33. xiv. 13, 14. Cal. vi, 6, 8, q. 
17. 


1 18, 19. 2 Tim. 1. 16, 18. Hes, 
„Ii. 19. Mat, XX. 3436, 40cc!MòèV 


{cif favs, © I know thy Charity',—And whoever | 


took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was | 
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4. Beſides the various Proſpects of 
Happineſs reſulting from divine Pro- 
miſes, there are other Scripture-Ar- 
guments for Liberality, which ariſe 
from our apparent Obligations to Self. 
denying Duty, pious Gratitude, ardent 
Leal, and diſintereſted Benevolence. 


Will it, for Inſtance, promote a Spirit of Li- 
berality, if we recollect, that we are not Pr N 
etors of our Paſſeſſtins, but merely Stewards © 


Therefore Peter directs, As every Man hath 
received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame 


one to another, as good Stewards of the ma- 
nifold Grace of God'. And David makes it 
a Part of his Thankſgiving, Who am I, and 
« what is my People, that we {hould be able to 
« offer ſo willingly after this Sort? for all Things 
come of thee, "and of thine own have we given 
Sthee r). 

T5 not that the nobleft Liberality, which prevails 
againſt the greate/ Diſcouragements ? For this 
Reaſon our Lord called his Diſciples, 3 and faith 
© unto them, Verily I fay unto you, that this 
poor Widow hath caſt more in, than all they 
* which did caſt into the Treaſury, For all 
they have caſt in of their Abundance; but ſhe 
© of her Want did caſt in all that ſhe had, even 
* all her Living'. On this Account Paul ad- 
mires © the Grace of God beſtowed. on the 
© Churches of Macedonia, that in a great Trial 
* of Affliction, the Abundancese of their Joys and 

© their 


(r) L Pet, iv, 10, 1 Chron, xxix. 14. 
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their deep Poverty, abounded unto the Riche: 
of their Liberality. For to their Power, (I bear 


Record) yea, and beyond their Power, they 


were willing of themſelves : Praying us with 
much Intreaty, that we would receive the Gift, 
and take upon us the Fellowſhip of the Mini- 
ſtring to the Saints' (s). _ | 

Are we deſirous to honcur God, and promote the 


Credit of Religion? —On theſe Principles Nehe- 
mah argued againſt the oppreſſive Nobles and 
Rulers of the Jews, when he ſaid, It is not 


C 
5 
C 


* 


E 


— 


good that ye do: Ought ye not to walk in the 
Fear ef our God, becauſe of the Reproach of 
the Heathen, our Enemies“? Salomon ſays, 
Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance. —He 
hat honourcth his Maker, hath Mercy on 
the Poor. Paul pleads with the Corinthians, 
This Grace, or Gift, is adminiſtred by us to 
the Glory of the ſame Lord. —And your Boun- 
tifilnefs cauſeth thro! us Thankſgiving to God. 
For the Adminiſtration of this Service, not 


only ſupplieth the Wants of the Saints, but is 
abundant alſo by many T hankſgivings unto 


God; while by the Experiment of this Miniſ— 
tration they glorify God for yaur profeſſed 
Subjection unto the Goſpel of Chr, and for 
your liberal Diſtribution unto them, and unto 
all Men',—He alſo praiſes the believing He. 


brews, for their Work and Labor of Love, 


— 


which they {hewed toward the Name of God'. 


EC aAnd the Apoitle %u tells his well-heloved 


Gaius, | 
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Gaius, if thou bring the Brethren forward on 
their Journey, after a Godly Sort, or worthy 
of God, thou ſhalt do well : Becauſe that for 
his Name's Sake they went forth, taking No- 
thing of the Gentiles, We therefore ought to 
receive ſuch, that we might be Fellow- -Helpers 
to the Truth (t). 
Are we ſolicitous to turn our Enemies into Friends? 
Both Shen and Paul argue thus, if thine 
Enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give 
him Drink. For in fo doing thou ſhalt heap 
Coals of Fire on his Head” (u). 

Shenld not thoſe, who are peculiarly the Ot; 22 
divine Liberality, partake of ours — I he Lord 
your God doth execute the Judgment of the 
Fatheriefs and Widow, and loveth the Stran— 
ger, in giving him. Food: and Raiment.— A 
Father of the Fatherleſte, and a Judge of the 
© Widows is God in his holy Habitation. Thou, 
() God, haſt prepared of thy Goodneſs for the 
Poor. — The Lord hearcth the Poor, and deſ- 


.-- 


* piſeth not his Priſoners.—Which executeth 


Judgment for the Oppreſſed, which giveth 
Food to the Hungry; the Lord looſeth the 
Priſoners; the Lord openeth the Eyes of the 
Blind, the Lord raiſeth them that are bowed 
down ; the Lord preferveth the Strangers ; he 
© relieveth the Fatherlels and Widow.—The 
© Lord will eſtabliſh the Border of the Widow. 
My Brethren”, ſays the Apoſtle James, have 


6. not 


At) Neb. v. 9. Prove Ws 9. rin. 31. 2 Cor. Vit 19. ix. 
Ts Heb, vi. 10. 3 Fi , O--£, bu) Prov xxv. 21, 22, 
Rem xil, 20. 
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not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Lord of Glory, with Reſpect of Perſons. For 
if there come unto your Aſſembly a Man with 


a dw M NN. 


** 


Cloathing, and ſay unto him, fit thou here in : 
good Place ; and ſay to the Poor, ſtand thou 
there, or fit here under my Footſtool: Are ye 
not then partial in y ourſelves, and are become 


of this World, rich in Faith, and Heirs of the 


R M M d K K A 


that Jove him (w)? 


[s it our Aim to be like God and Chr iſt? Let us 


hear our divine Maſter when he ſays, Love your 
Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 


© them that hate you, and pray for them which 


© deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you; that ye 
© may be the Children of your Father, which is 


c in Heaven, for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
£ Juſt and on the Unjuſt.— Be ye Followers of 
© God, as dear Children', ſays Paul, © and walk 
© in Love, as Chrift alſo hath loved us, and 
© hath given himſelf for us, an Offering and a 
© Sacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmclling davour' 
For the ſame Purpcle he appeals to the C in- 
!zans, * Ye know the Grace of our Lord %, 
« Chriſt, that tho' he was Rich, yet Or your 
«-oaKkes 


„ et 8.27; 18. Pf, Kyi, , 20, Kix. 31. li. 79 
Prove xv. 29. Juncs ii. 15. 


a Gold-Ring, in goodly Apparel, and there | 
come in alſo a Poor Man, in vileRaiment: And 
ye have Reſpect to him that weareth the gay 


Judges of evil Thoughts? Hearken, my belo- 
ved Brethren ; ha th not God choſen the Poor | 


Kingdom which he hath promiſed to them 
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© Sakes he became Poor, that ye thro' his Po- 
6 verty might be Rich * (x). Once more, 

I/ould we manifeſt our Love to G and Chrift, 
to cur Fellow-Creatures and Pellow-Chrijſlians 7 — 
In this View the Apoſtle John ſays,* W hoſo hatn 
© this World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have 
Need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſi- 


© on from him, how dwclleth the Love of God 


in him ?—lIf a Man fay, I love God, and ha- 
« teth his Brother, he is a Liar; for he that lovech 
not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can 
© he love God whom he hath not ſeen ? Our 
Lord told his Diſciples, © He that hoſpitably re- 
* ceiveth you, receiveth me; and he that recei- 
© veth me, receiveth him that ſent me*.—And in 
the laſt Judgment he will ſay to them, Inaſmuch 
+ as ye have done liberally unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me”, 
— To urge the Corinthians to Liberality Paul tells 
them, I ſpeak not by Commandment, but to 


prove the Sincerity of your Love. Wherefore 


* ſhew ye to the Brethren, and before the Chur- 
ches, the Proof of your Love (y). | 


Fiurthly, “It only remains, for com- 
% pleating the Scripture-Account of 
“ Liberality, to mention ſome part: - 

& cular Directions, for the due Regy- 
lation of our liberal "Temper and 
& Conduct, and which are chiefly 
& contained in Scriptures, that have 
not been referred to. 
1 One 


* (x) Mat. V. 445 * Eph. V. 13. 2 Cor. viii. 0, (Y) 1 Jol 15 
Ul, 174 iv. 20. Mat, x. 40. kxv, 40. 2 Cor. viii. 8, 24, 
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One Scripture-Rule is, to begin all our libera! 
Deſigns, with ſincerely and ſolemnly conſecrating Our- 


ſelves, and all we have, intirely to the Honour art 


Service of the Lord Feſus Chriſi.— When Paul is 
praiſing the Liberality of the Churches of Mace- 
dlonia, he expreſsly takes Notice of this Excel- 
lency in them, they Firſt gave their Own-ſelve: 
* to the Lord * (z). 


Another Direction is, to be very diligent in c 


particular Calling, that we may have wherewith | 


to be liberal. Paul fays, let him that ſtole, 
© ſteal no more; but rather let him labour, 
„working with his Hands the Thing which is 
© good, that he may have to give to him that 


ſus, © ye yourſelves know, that theſe Hands have 
< miniſtred unto my Neceflities, and to them 
© that were with me. I have ſhewed you al! 
© Things, how that ſo labouring ye ought to 


« ſupport the Weak'.— This happy Union of 


Induſtry and Liberality is applyed by Solomon to 
the Character of a virtuous Woman ; © She per- 


£ ceiveth that her Merchandiſe is good; her 


Aa 


Candle goeth not out by Night : She layeth 
© her Hands to the Spindle, and her Hands hold 
the Diſtaff : She ſtretcheth out her Hands to 
the Poor ; yea, ſhe reacheth forth her Hands 
to the Needy * (a). 

- *Tis required, in the next Place, that we be 
liberal out of that only wich is our jujt Property. — 
* Avoiding this', ſays Paul to the Corinthians, 
8 that no! Man ſhould blame us in this Abun- 
dance 


(2) 2 Cer, vili, 5. (a) Een. iv, 28. Act xx. 3+ 3 5 Prov xxxi 18- 20, 
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needeth'.— He appeals to the Elders of Zphe- 
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dance which is adminiſtred by us to the Ne- 
« ceflities of the Saints. Providing for honeſt 
« Things, not only in the Sight of the Lord, 
but allo in the Sight of Men” Accordingly 
Zaccheus, as the Evangelifi aſſures us, © ſtood 
and ſaid unto the Lord, behold, Lord, the Half 
of my Goods I give to the Poor, and if I have 
taken any Thing from any Man by falſe Ac- 
cuſation, I reſtore him Fourtold ' (b). 

"Tis alſo required, that we ſupply the Neceſſities 
of our near Kindred, before any other Otjects.— 
()ur Lord told the Prariſees, Full well ye reject 
© the Commandment of God, that ye may keep 
your own Tradition. For 222 ſaid, Honour 
thy Father and thy M-ther ; and whofo cur- 
— 
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ſeth Father or Mother, let him die the Death. 

But ye ſay, if a Man ſhall ſay to his Father or 
Mother, it is Carban, that is to ſay, a Gift, 
by whatſoever thou mighteſt be profited by 
me, he ſhall be free. And ye ſuffer him no 
more to do ought for his Father or his Mother”, 
under Pretence of his having beſtowed ſuch a 
Gift to other, and more important, Purpoſes : 
Thus, © making the Word of God of none Ef- 
« fect through your Tradition, which ye have 
„delivered. On the ſame obvious Principles 
Paul particularly directs, If any Man or Wo- 
man that believeth have Widows, let them re- 
© lieve them, and let not the Church be charged, 

* that it may relieve them that are Widows i in- 


6 deed * (c). 


. Scripture 


(b) 2 Cur. VII, 20, 21. Luxe ix, & (e) Mark vii, g--13- 
. Tim, v, 16, 
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i099 The Seripture-Account 
Scripture inſtructs us to diſtribute our Liberality 
with the utmoſt Privacy, Humility and Sincerity.— 
2 ſays, when thou doeſt thine Alms, do 
not ſound a Trumpet before thee, as the Hypo- 
crites do in the Synagogues, and in the Streets, 


= 


that they may have Glory of Men. Verily, f 


8 


lay unto you, they have their Reward. But 
* when thou doeſt Alms, let not thy left Hand 
know what thy right Hand doeth ; that thine 
* Alms may be in Secret”, as far as may be, from 


thy neareſt Friend. To the ſame Purpoſe is that 


of the Apoſtle, He that giveth, let him do it 
with Simplicity * (d). 


We are likewiſe inſtructed to di/tribute our Li- 
berality with a tender, chearfu! and thankful Tem- 


| per. — Concerning the Feaſt of Tabernacles after 


gathering: in the Corn, and Wine, Moſes directs, 
And thou ſhalt rejoice in thy Feaſt, thou, nad 
thy Son, and thy Daughter, and thy Man-Ser- 
vant, and thy Maid-Servant, and the Levite, 
the Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, and the W1- 
dow, that are within thy Gates. — The Days 
wherein the Fes reſted from their Enemies”, 
ſuch as Fan had been to them, „and the 
„Month, which was turned unto them from Sor- 
row to Joy, and from Mcurning into a good 
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Day, they made them Days of Feaſting and 


« Toy, and of ſending Portions one to another, 
« and Gifts to the Poor'.—When the Offerings 


6 Praiſe thy glorious Name: But who am I, and 
LD $ what 
(4) Mas. vi 24. Remy xii. 8, 


| 


were made for building the Temple, David ſaid, . 
Nov therefore, our God, we thank thee, and 


le) Deut. xvi. 14. Eſt. ix. 22 


of LIBERALITY. 101 


c what is my People, that we ſhould be able to 


« offer ſo willingly after this Sort ?—Though”, 


Fl ſays Paul, I beſtow all my Goods to feed he 
Poor, and have not Charity”, in the kind Dit- 


poſition of the Heart, © it profiteth me Nothing, 


„For if there be firſt a willing Mind, it is ac- 


cepted according to that a Man nath, and not 
according. to that he hath not.— Put on there- 
fore (as the Elect of God, holy and beloved) 
Bowels of Mercies ” (e). 

It is farther requires, that we di/{ribute cur 
Liberality {pecdily, and without any unneceſſary De- 
Jay. Solomon exprefsly ſays, W ithhold not 
Good from them to whom it is due, when it is 
© in the Power of thine Hand to do it. Say not 
© unto thy Neighbour, go, and come again, and 
* to-morrow I will give; when thou hat it by 
6 thee” (f). 

We are even directed to pray for Our ſetoes, 
that we may be made liberal; and aijo for the Objects 
ef our Liberality, that they may be enabled to receide, 
what we give, with a becoming Gander and Grati- 
ſude. David prays for himſelf, © Incline my 


Heart unto thy Teſtimonies, and not to Cove- 


© touſnels' ; that is, ſuffer me not to indulge m 
covetous Inclinations, but form my Spirit for Li- 
berality.—“ I beſeech you, Brethren , fays Paul 
to the Romans, for the Lord Fejus Chri/?'s Sake, 
© and for the Love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive to- 
* gether with me, in your Prayers to God for me, 
© that my Service of Liberality which I have for 


7 'S Jer uſalem, 


1 Chron, xxix. 13, 14. 1 Cor. 


X11!, Jo 72 Cor, vili. 12. Col. We” I2, 
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6 Ferufalem, may be accepted of the Saints? (g). 
It is no inconliderable Advice, that we obſer 
a due Ps oportiom, bettucen our real Aouity, and or 
liberal Dijt1 e ; and, in Order to that, ſhout! 
take the mt 5 prudent Meaſures to know what our A. 
bitiiy 15:—M; ſes ſaid to Iſracl, © Thou ſhalt keep 
the Feaſt oi Weeks to the Lord thy God, ne 
a Tribute of a Free-VWill-C Mering of thine 
| Hand, which thou {balt give unto the Lord thy 
God, according as the Lord thy God hath bleſ- 
ſed thee —A good Man', as the Pje/nyy! charac- 
teriſes him, ſheweth E avour, and lendech; he 
« Will guide his Afrairs with Diſeretion . Pete, 


* 
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directs, If any Man miniſter, let him do it as of, 


or proportionably to, the Ability which God 
giveth'. Faul more exprelsly ſays, Now con- 
cerning the Collecdion for the Saints, as ] have 
given Order to the Churches of Galatia, even 
ſo do ye, Corinthians. Upon the ſirſt Day of the 
Ween, let every one of you lay by him in 
Store as God hath proſpered him, that there 
be no Gatherings when | come (h). — 
Perjeverance in our liberal Temper and Condu#?, ; 
is allo recommended to us in Scripture, —There- 
fore David ſays, © The righteous is ever merciful, 
and lendeth'.—And Paul exhorts, © let us not 
© be weary in well doing; for in due Seaſon we 
< ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have there- 
6 e let us do good unto all Men, 


, eſpecially 
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(80 Pf. Cxix. 36. Rom. xv. 30, 31. 


| (h) Deut. xvi. 10. 
Pf. « cxii. 5. Pet, IV, 11. 1 Cen, Wi i, . | | 
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: eſpecially unto them who are of the Houſehold 
of Faith*(1), 
We are tau, Mt that our Liberality muſt not be 
alone, but be conmfod with univerſal Obedience — 


By this), favs the Ahoſtle Y, © we know 


© that we love tne Children of God, when we 
5 love God and keen his Commandments' 4 7 

Laſtly, we are alſo an weht, to diſclaim all Hepe 
of meriting airy Thing af the f. OO of God, even by 
our greateſt Liberality, and io fix our miire De- 


pendaiice upon tne Lord egg Corifh, for the fin al 


it 
Accel ance of that, as wel as 2 cur other Duties 


and Graces, Wie muſt not tail to anply to I. 


co 


rality, what our Lord intende hr a. L Duties aud 


A 


Graces ; When ye {ball hav» done all 


os 5 hings which are command 15 du, We 
are unprofitavle Servants; wen ge that', 
and no more than tat, whicu waz gur Juty to 


« do”, and even in that nave been very defective. 


I —Nor can Paul mean to exclude our liberal Per- 


formances, when he ſays, © whatſoever e do in 
« Woid or Deed, do all in the Name of tne ELON 
6 Fefus ; giving 1 hanks to (353 „ CVCil Ne. 5 a er 


by him'.— And of Liveraiity “ wore ex- 
preſsly ſpeaks, It any Aan miniſter, let 8 do 
it, that God in ali things wg. 2 gloriſied 
N through Jeſus Chit, Were tur gur gemi- 
ine Views, 1 Nothing would prever! i rom con- 


cluding all gu- liberal Deſign: an. | eitarmancect, 
with Gratituds or the inſi nie „ . cot © Libera- 
lity of God LO U 87 28 the A oft 2 Py I CONC mv les 
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(i) F.. XXxVII. 26. Gal. w. 9 10. (K) Inv. 2. 


104 The Scripture- Account &c. 
his divine Diſcourſes on the Liberality of Chriſti- 
ans towards their Fellow Saints, Thanks be 
© unto God for his unſpeakable Gift' of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt (J). - 

On the whole, while we cannot but admire 
the Fulneſs of Scripture on this amiable and im- 
portant Subject, God grant we may be enabled 
to look with real Complacence on the various 

Objects of Liberality, and be attentive to thoſe 
Regards which are due to them ! And while we 
tremble at the Conſequences of not regarding 

them, may we feel every Motive by which we 

are urged to it, and be ſo impreſſed by each of 
theſe ſacred Rules, as to be indeed prevailed up- 
on to go and do likewiſe l 


(1) Lu- xvii, 10. Col. iii. 17. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 2 Cor, ix. 15. 
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